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For Additional Information, Contact
Lane Green at (816) 459-9217 or
Phillip Baker at (816) 459-9286
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NEWS RELEASE - T

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE W

TIMBER WOLF RANKED SECOND BEST IN THE WORLD

Kansas City, Mo. - The Timber Wolf, Worlds of Fun's new wooden roller
coaster, has been ranked the number-two roller coaster in the world
by coaster enthusiasts.

The results of the annual readers’ poll were published in the August
issue of Inside Track, the international newsletter for roller coaster
enthusiasts. Worlds of Fun's wooden coaster was topped by only The
Beast, located at Kings Island in Cincinnati, Ohio, which has held the
number-one spot since it was built in 1979,

"The Timber Wolf is the surprise hit of the season, and I cannot recall
a roller coaster generating so much national excitement in it's first
year of operation,” commented Randy Geisler, president of the
American Coaster Enthusiasts (ACE). "A great roller coaster relies on
unrelenting excitement through steep drops, fast turns and great
speeds; and the Timber Wolf succeeds as a great roller coaster on all
levels. A lot of our members, who have ridden hundreds of coasters,

are already saying it's their personal best roller coaster in the entire
universe."

Other ranked coasters included the Cyclone at Astroland in Coney
Island, N.Y., the Twister at Elitch's Gardens in Denver, Colo., and the
Phoenix at Knoebel's Amusement Resort in Elysburg, Pa.

-more-
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Timber Wolf
Add One

"Nobody knows roller coasters better than the coaster enthusiasts
represented in the readers' poll in Inside Track," commented Worlds
of Fun General Manager John Hudacek. "We are thrilled that they
consider the Timber Wolf the second best coaster in the entire world.
And, we've not operated it a full season yet!"

Other comments about the Timber Wolf have ranged from "terrifying
ecstasy,” to "breathtaking," to "the scariest ride I've ever been on."
One 70-year-old member of ACE said, "What Worlds of Fun has is what
makes a great roller coaster. This is the way coasters used to be built."

Passengers on the Timber Wolf experience a 95-foot drop, hairpin
turns, speeds of 53 mph, and an unusual 560-degree upward spiraling
helix. These elements, combined with positive and negative G-forces,
make the Timber Wolf a ferocious and unpredictable wooden roller
coaster.

Worlds of Fun is open daily through Labor Day and weekends through
October. Gates open at 10 a.m. Worlds of Fun is located on 1-435 at
exit 54 in Kansas City, Mo.

-30-
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{continued)

Favorite unusual atiractions: Wonder Wheel,
Dano’s, Coney Island. One of the mosi un-
usual of them all... a wheel where some of the
cars remain stationary and some of the cars
pass entirely through the center of the struc-
turg on tracks. An Amencan classic; Derby
Racer, Rye Playland. These fast moving an-
tique horses go up and down ans well as back
and forth. Watching the operators defy gravity
i5 half the fun; Waltzer, Blackpool Pleasure
Beach. Exclusive o Europe, Blackpool's is
rated the best; Superstar TV, Disney/MGM
Studio Theme Park. Put yoursell in the pic-
ture with prerecorded television personalities.
Lots of fun if you're with a crowd, and Disney
does it lirst class; Soap Box Derby Racers,
Knott's Berry Farm. This classic ride is some-
where between a turnpike, a roller coaster
and a steeplechase. Despile rumors that it's
scheduled for removal, it continues 1o attract
crowds and provide unigue thrills.

Other favorites: Joustabout: Six Flags Greal
Adventure.  Flying Scooters: Knoebel's
Skyride(s): Great Adventure. Double your
pleasure, double your fun. Cuddie-ups: Coal
Shaker, Hersheypark and Meteorite, Dornay
Park. Splashwater Falls: Assorted Six Flags
parks. Wet/Dry slides: Kings Dominion, Dolly-
wood and Frontier City. Traver Aulo Ride
Kennywood, Hell Hole: Conneaut Lake (prac-
lice your Spiderman imitation) Skydiver
Boblo Island.
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BEST OF THE REST: Best Waterparks: Ac-
tion Park and Warld Waterpark, West Edmon-
ton Mall: Best use of neon in a park: Lakeside
Park, Denver. It's like stepping back into the
40'z, and everything works; Besl necn ride
signs: Tumble Bug, Kennywood and THUN-
DEABOLT coaster, Riverside; Best neon
signs for parks (hint: both nead some repairs):
Camden Park (pointing clown) and Joyland
Park (clowns bowling toward each other);
Best collaction of vintage rides: Kennywood;
Maost courteous employees: Kennywood and
Worlds Of Fun; Best Kiddielands: Geauga
Cake Teven a kiddie waterpark!) and Kenny-
wood. Best simulated ride: Star Tours,
Disneyland; Most freedom of movemeant for
riders: Wawve Swinger, West Edmonton
Fantasyland. Twist and shout!; Best use of
imited spaca: Blackpoo! Pleasure Beach:
Most Breathlaking Observation Tower: Space
Spiral. Cedar Point (leaves you speechless),

MOST UNIQUE HOLIDAY OBSERVANCES:
Chack out tha Brussel Sprouts Festival at
Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk and Spinach

Festival at Eliich’s; Best Halloween parties
"Knof's Scary Farm™ and Knosbal's “Phall
Phunios,” Knoll's goes all owt, to tha pont of
changing thair name, ra-theming antire ridas
and araas ol tha park . Kooebel's apens for an
anpual hallowean pary, whrns guests arg an-
couraged 1o nde the PHOENIX i cosiume,
and amoy special ndas through tna Haunted
Mansiaon: Best Christmas celebration all year
Iang: Holiday Waorld, Best Christmas celabra
tioans at Cnnstmas. Holiday In The Park, Six

Flags Owvar

lsland

Texas amd WimlerFost Kings

1
2
3

39

3 CYGLONE

INSIDE TRACK READERS FORTY
FAVORITE ROLLER COASTERS

Hera are tha results, listed by coaster, park, location, (last year's chart position), and
total number of votes received. Coaslers receiving only one vole were not listed.

THE BEAST, Kings Island OH (1 last year)
TIMBER WOLF, Worlds Of Fun, Kansas City MO (New)

567
277

_Asiroland, Coney Isiand MY (2)

TWISTER, Elitch’s Gardens, Denver CO (3)

PHOENIX, Knoebel's Amusement Reson, Elysburg PA (8)
COMET, Crystal Baach Park, Crystal Beach ONT (4)
THUNDERBOLT, Kennywood, Wast Mifflin PA (5)

RIVERSIDE CYCLONE, Riversida, Agawam MA (6)

MAGHNUM XL-200, Cedar Paint, Sandusky OH (New)
HERCULES, Dorney Park & WWEK, Allentown PA {Naw)

BIG BAD WOLF, Busch Gardens-Old Country, Willlamsburg VA {9)
GIANT DIPPER, Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk, Santa Cruz CA (10)
LE MONSTRE, La Ronde, Montreal QUE (7)

GRIZZLY, Kings Domirion, Doswell VA (12)

CYCLONE, Lakeside Park, Denver CO (16)

SHOCKWAVE, Six Flags Great America, Gumee IL (15)
MINDBENDER, Fantasytand, West Edmonton Mall ALB (28)

LOCH NESS MONSTER, Busch Gardens-Old Country, Williamsburg VA (17)

RACER, Kings Island OH (18)

GREAT AMERICAN SCREAM MACHINE, Great Adventure, Jackson NJ (New)

GRAND NATIONAL, Blackpool Pleasure Beach, England (19)
BLUE STREAK, Conneaut Lake Park PA (21)

TEXAS CYCLONE, Astroworld, Houston TX (11)

REVOLUTION, Six Flags Magic Mountain, Valencia CA (25)
BANDIT, Yomiuri Land, Tokyo. Japan (37}

WILD ONE, Wild Warld, Largo MD (20)

COMET, Hersheypark, Hershay PA (34)

COASTER, Playland, Vancouver BC (27)

TEXAS TORNADO, Wonderland, Amarillo TX (23)

SWAMP FOX, Grand Strand Amusemant Park, Myrtle Beach SC (31)
MINDBEMDER, Six Flags Over Georgia, Atlanta (14)

BIG DIPPER, Geauga Lake, Aurora OH (32)

BLUE STREAK, Cedar Point, Sandusky OH (29)

RACER, Kennywood, West Mitflin PA (32)

RAGING WOLF BOBS, Geauga Lake, Aurara OH (36)
THUNDERHAWK, Domey Park & WWHK, Allentown PA (24)

SEA SERPENT, Mariners Landing, Wildwood NJ (37)

ROLLING THUMNDER, Great Adveniure, Jackson MNJ (40)
DRAGON, Playland, Rye NY {22)

VORTEX, Kings Island OH (13)

WILDCAT, Lake Compounce Festival Park, Bristol CT (38)
COLOSSUS, Six Flags Magic Mountain, Valencia CA (25)

REBEL YELL, Kings Dominion, Doswell VA (36)

SCREAMING EAGLE, Six Flags Mid America, Eureka MO (37)
GEMINI, Cedar Point, Sandusky OH (30)

ROLLER COASTER, Blackpool Pleasure Beach, England (Mot listed)
ROLLER COASTER, Great Yarmouth, England [Not listed)
SPACE MOUNTAIN, Wal Disney World, Lake Buena Vista FL (33)
VIPER, Darien Lake, Corfu NY (38)

Z-FORCE, Six Flags Over Georgia, Atlanta (Mot listad)

DAHLONEGA MINE TRAIN, Six Flags Over Georgia, Aflanta {(Not listed)

ALINAWAY TRAIN, Great Adventure. Jackson NJ (Not listed)
YANKEE CANNONBALL, Canobie Lake Park, Salem NH (40)
GREEZED LIGHTMING, Astroword. Houston TX (Not listed)
MATTERHORN, Disneyland, Anaheim CA (Mot listed)

THE BAT, Canada’s Wonderland, Vaughn ONT (Not listed)
WOLVERINE WILDCAT, Michigan's Adventure, Muskegon Mi (38)

These defunct coasters also received mare than ona vole each, but were disqualified

COMET, State Farrgrounds, Dallas TX (Destrayed)
CYCLONE, Crystal Beach ONT (Destroyed)
GIANT DIPPER, Mission Beach CA (Standing, not operating}

SHOCK WAVE. Six Flags Magic Mountain, Valencia CA (Being relocated 1o MNJ)

WILDCAT, ldora Park, Youngstown OH (Standing, nol operating)

PP R MW W W s A b bk A OON~ =~ D




TIMBER WOL

TABLE OF CONTENTS

NATIONAL PUBLICITY

ANNOUNCEMENT AND NAMING CONTEST

CONSTRUCTION

OPENING AND DEDICATION

RESPONSE TO THE RIDE




l 0] "
[THE NEW YORK TIHZS e New Hork Bims

Sunday, August 13, 1989 Tl‘avel_ ikl A 5

Footsore |
In Europe | §
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Holiand to Nice. By Paul L.
Montgomery. Page 21.
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Practical Traveler

A lisn of requitements in 29 countries thai may
regquire teats fior the AIDS vins has been
aasernbled by the State Department. The list is
likely 1o grow. By Betsy Wade.

The Taste of Maine

Fare ol the Coumry: A selection of down-to-earth
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convirced that the rustic lobster shack i the only
way o po. By Cymbkia Hacinli

Pipe Organs of Note

In chrches from Wesiminster io Sasgon
ihe soasnds heard by the old masters and the
echoes of cenfures ago are a1 the organist’s

lingertign. By Craig R, Wiilney

Palladian

Journey ’
The subtle symmetry of the Amenca? It S a SCI-e a F ]

villas of Italy's Vicenza. By .

Susan Lumsden. Page 8. Correspondent's Choice: From
—— New Jersey to Silicon Valley, a

guided tour for the fearless

(and the fearful) of a dozen of the

country’s premier amusement

parks. Counting the thrills, from

a tame 1 to a stupefying 5.
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Then steal auvay on the CarlaCosta
and save up to $606 per person.

thee CarlaC oty wamkl =36|
w Cardiean, Her ifine
ida, Martinigue

Fven il ywou didin e a pon
[ T R i Fhae Souashee
= sphendid. Curagan, Canacas, G
and S Thiss

Heer prabslic s and cabiins how bvvn richiy nefure
bished. Her lealinn stalf and crew provide friendly, impecca
e service, And since great food 15 a nationasl obsession in
T, haowst oouahd you expect arythings kess of the CarlaCosta
I-um 15 §pe seven carcfnee d.!:.‘- i the Southern Canbbean
Call yoer traned apendt today whibe there's still space available

PR —
[rar—r
[P

Pumasie 1A, Tl

et [C ey 2.0
Brguiuty
i =S

A dvalaf ..

Fh; ]'n'e fn}m "».r:
| York ﬁ.rm Airports!

New lotw rates on :tea:rrlu-rf{]cmbcr sailings!
Book now for incredible savings!

B
RGN TTALLAN STYLE®

i b e ST
sramn 8 50 b KSR g
B

The Sands Beach Resort in San Juan.
ﬁnv way you Iﬂuk at it, 1t5 ettraurdmﬂn'

From the extraordinary two-mibe stretch
white-sandy beach to our extraordinarily
free-form pool, the Sands Beach Resort offor
cut-of-the-ordinary Caribbenan drenm vmcs
Exeiting g g inour Eavish easkmo. Fou
rants including the sward winning Leonarda’s.

Star-Milled antertainment in the Sands tradition 5’
cumrtq-mm-sia dl Mi__.____..__u_ ol

*429- s625

ll Eumml.m-. Syt berhctiog

Empmgen hrtman Yrme By Aldal S

FOR THE LIBEETY VACATION A%0 CRUISE CINTEN NEARTST 100 SE0 THI BATK i o

# This Sl



TR

B3

Y

UA

TOPTHR
10T

R,
1 “

| ‘ |

I| ‘;

I! i

7743

570

L

i
15

S e o -{.4-1 :
EEN H

VA

bl 4 :

I
|
|
| Ml

e

SEVENTEEN MAGAZINE

August, 1989

AUGUST 1989




sta, john Edder; Sockg

£

Cy CohenBlsck

Phofos: from Jogr Mars

It's camp without counselors,
high school without classes,

the best place to ride out the
endless summer. That's what

The Timber Wolf looks twiggy and
gaunt, like miles of scaffolding, like the
Eiffel Tower lying on its side. The Timber
Wolfl is a brand-new, definitely terrifying,
fifty-mile-an-hour roller coaster at Worlds
of Fun, a4 theme park on the outskirts of
Kansas City, Missouri. When you watch the
Wolf from a distance, it makes you giddy
and scared all at once. You can hear the
screams from half a mile away, along with
the baritone clatter of the linked cars as they
ski-whoosh out of sight.

Understand the Timber Wolf, and you
understand a good many things about theme
parks and why millions of teenagers throng
to them every year. It's not the pretty tulip
and daffodil beds. It's not the cuisine. It's
not  really the dolphin-through-a-hoop
shows and the serene tram rides through the
trees. These may be some of the reasons 235
million people travel to America’s six hun-
dred theme parks every year (making parks
the number one summer attraction in the
country), but they aren't what give parks
their thrill.

The thrill is in the rides.

When you stand in line for the Timber

Wolf, vou hear the recorded sounds of

wolves howling in the wind. Then you
ride the thing. Think you're going o dic
Scream. Feel sick. All that good stufl
Grip the harness bar 50 hard your knuckles
turn vanilla, or throw your hands up high
in the air. It's this kick, this danger fix,
that accounts for the parks’ real attraction

As Randy Geisler, president of the
American  Coaster  Enthusiasts,  siys.
"A good coaster combines car racing. bob
sledding, and (continned on next page)

BY KATHARINE WHITTEMORE

From coasier lo
coaster, 235 million
people will visit a
theme park this sum-
mer—thal's one trip
for every man, wom-
an, and child in
America.




skydiving”—a  combination  that
proves pretty much imesistible. " Teen-
agers want to do everything just o do
it,"”" says Sherry Roberson, nineteen, a
guide at Six Flags Over Georgia, oul-
side Atlanta. “*All their lives Mom has
been saying, "Don’t do that.” And now
they can!™’ Jennis Gaskill, fifieen, de-
scribes the appeal another way: “*You
don’t have any control."

As if that weren't good enough, the
parks are a great place to hang our, A
theme park is a lot like one giant singles

club for people under twenty. It's
summer camp for counselors—no
campers. It's high school without
classes. Take Worlds of Fun, where
about 70 percent of the attendees
are teenagers. Worlds of Fun
craves, needs, wants teen-
agers, and that's why they
make such a big fuss over
new and terrifying rides
like the Timber Wolf.
Theme parks may not
have been as popular
ever before. but all this
entertainment  is  not
new.  Essentially, the
parks began to take §
off in the late '50s
and early 605 as
spin-offs of the =
enormously successful Disneyland, in
Anaheim, California, the first real
theme park. (Even today Disncyland,
which opened in 1955, and Walt Disney
World, in Lake Buena Vista, Florida,
are the top two parks in terms of atten-
dance.) And Disneyland was basically a
cleaned-up, jazzed-up version of the
small amusement parks that had sprung
up in places like Coney Island, 1n New

York. The Disneviand difference was

A

that the park was divided up into scctions,
and the sections were given themes. ©*A
theme park is your basic amusement park.”
says Peter Irish, president of the Interna-
tional Association of Amusement Parks and
Attractions. ""The themes are just what the
park happens to be wearing.”

Some places connect themes o locales
Al Opryland, in Nashville, for instance,
vou'll see lois of country music influence.
But most of the parks opt for a sort of
VAEUE, SYTUpy Concociion of international-
ism and history.

Worlds of Fun, which opened in 1973, is
based on Jules Verne's book Around the
World in Eighry Days. Balloons still inha-
bit the Worlds of Fun logo, though the rest
of the park 15 pretty much like any other
As you stroll around, vou cross from Scandi-

[ A B A o SRR
THE'RIDE STUFF |4 1608 & i

COASTER WITH THE MOSTEST The
Magnum XL-200, at Cedar Point, in
Sandusky, Ohio: the world's fastest
(70-plus miles per hour) and highest
(201 feet).
WHERE IT ALL BEGAN Birthplace of
the modern roller coaster (in 1884) and
the country’s oldest amusement park
(naturally): Coney Island, in Coney
Island, New York.
NO EXIT World's longest ride: the
7,400-foot Beast, at Kings Island,
in Kings Island, Ohio.
SWEPT AWAY Typhoon Lagoon, at
Walt Disney World, in Lake Buena
Vista, Florida, has the world's largest
wave machine,
REALLY AWESOME The “most in-
tense roller coaster in the universe"
(according to the editor of Roler Coast-
er magazine): The Mindbender, al Fan-
lasyland, West Edmonton Mall, in
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada.

—Lurtis Pesmen

navia 1o Africa, from cutesy pastels to khaki-
colored stucco, from compah music to conga
drums. The divisions all blend together,
and you end up remembering where you
arc mostly by the names of the rides
(The Viking Voyager, The Fury of the Nile)

Like & McDonald’s in Tokyo, most theme
parks are virtually interchangeable. It's a
sure bet, for instance, that there will be a
water-splash ride. though the ride might be
named Soak City (Cedar Point. in Sandus
ky. Ohio} or Frontier Chute-Out (Hershey
park, in Pennsylvania) or Thunder River

{Six Flags Over Georgia) or Python Plunge
(Worlds of Fun), Most parks have booths
where you can have an antique-look ing pho-
tograph taken, a recording studio where you
can sing along wath hits, and basicallv the

same things o cat, (comitnued on poee 235
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up in giant be
tumes. There are park Iu-'m [-shir 1
biker water bottles and Budweiser mir- their favorite movies (in the wat
And there's a show %, for example, or on the
on the hour, guaranteed to feature ener- Disney’s doing
getic, highly moussed young people Disncy-MGM Stedios theme park, which
singing and dancing to pop songs from  just opened outside Orlando
the 5 and The standard-issue parks are doing e
Over the last twenty years, of  thing they think of to keep
course, there have been some new ' ans fresh rides,
theme-park themes. One of the
newest lrl.'r|-'1' s mn.'!_ [

|1umln.'d thot
5 at theme park
industry one of the larg
t'rl.l1. a patron al "-"n.rr.-jn of Fun,
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Great-looki
shoesdon't have
to have a great
big price tag.
These tailored,
classic, romantic and
athletic styles are priced

CH EA from $1798 to $29.98

Look for our stores in: Arizona, California, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, lllinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Dh:u Pennsylvania, Texas, Virginia, Wi lest Virginia, Wisconsin.

“Here you meet so many new people, you
work outside, and you get, well, more ad-
Says Lori, "1 worked at a
Safeway and hated it. Here the supervisors

venture, "

MADONNARAMA You've seen the vid-
g0, now experience the theme park.
Visit the MATERIAL GIRL MUSEUM,
showcasing all the important moments
—and hair colors—In her glamorous
lite. Go for a fun-filled ride in the
SPINNING BUSTIER CUPS (there's room
for the whole family!). Race around on
the ROLLER COASTER MARRIAGE RIDE.
Children under thirteen not admitted.
WEENIE WORLD The mere thought of
the Himalayan Bobsled Ride or Light-
ning Loops enough to make you lose
your lunch? Then try this sanctuary de-
voled lo the sissy In us all—a place
where the roughest ride Is the escala-
tor at the IT'S A MALL WORLD AFTER
ALL exhibit, where patrons wear har-
nesses just to buy a hot dog, where
golden retrievers and gerbils run free
at the SPUDS MACKENZIE “WILD" AN-
IMAL PARK (be sure to keep the car
windows rolled upl).

MATERIAL WORLD “All you need Is
greed” is the catchy catchphrase at

are more on your level. You get free passes,
you get to go to parties. It's just better.”
“You meet millions of guys,™
says seventeen-year-old Shannon Coffey,

Other perks?

this monument to materialism. Once
you bribe the bouncers to get In, you're
on your way—riding the BMW BUMPER
CARS, visiting the HOUSE OF HOR-
RORS (theme: “A World Without VISA
Cards"—chilling!). Hottest-selling sou-
venir: a shirt that reads, ""Mom and
Dad went to Material Waorld and all |
got was this lousy silk blouse.”

THE KRANKY KINGDOM Not in the
mood to have your spirits Iifted by a
bunch of unbearably perky people?
Don't worry. . . you won't be happy at
this Shrine of Whine, designed with the
perpetually peevish in mind. Long lines
and outrageously expensive refresh-
ments give bitter patrons plenty to
complain about! Guaranteed to bring
you down—THE DEPRESSING COTTAGE
OF SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN
DWARFS (Grumpy, Surly, Crabby,
Hufty, Pufty, Grouchy, and Terse). Or
forego the “fun' altogether by going on
a madcap TYLENOL SCAVENGER HUNT.
A bad time to be had by all!

who works at Worlds of Fun

The park social life can be pretty great. At
Six Flags they hold **section parties’” twice
a month, where one part of the park is open
for employees after hours. **
says Sherry Rober-
son. At Worlds of Fun they have a huge
dance floor covered by a tent where parties

People are

dancing in the streets,™

are held at the close of the day. There's
always an employee eating quarters, like
the Canteen at Six Flags, and you can tell
they're good hangouts

So, by and large, it's fun to work at these
places. By and large. Sweeping is sweep-
Ing, Ior instance, no matter where you do it
And most parks want employees to look
happy—all the tume. As fifteen-year-old
Reggic Rowland. a groundskeeper at Six
Flags Over Georgia, says, "It gets so hot and
dirty, especially with all the trash around the
restaurants and the bathrooms. Sometimes it
gets 1o me. And then a supervisor will see
you and say, "Let’s see vou smiling!” "
But in any case, you can meet hundreds
You can make
dozens of new friends. Not bad for & sum

of people your own ape

mer's work.
And theme parks are still the best place 1o

get you and your adrenaline soarin

puss @ hot night courting

danger with your friends. Which is excellent
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ENTERTAINMENT

Short-season parks seek new thrills

ASS0OCIATED PRESS

ARLINGTON — A skeleton of
what will be the world's tallest
wooden roller coaster already rises
above the trees at Six Flags Over
Texas, and planners are concocting
other gut-wrenching thrills.

Walt Disney Co. has splurged on
a fantasyland of Hollywood diver-
sions and acquired rights to many
of the Muppets, who will cavort
with Mickey and Goofy at Disney
theme parks

Bidders seeking Sea World may
pay more than $1 billion for
Shamu, the killer whale, and other
linned celebrities,

All this maneuvering reflects one
common handicap in the $4 billion
amusement-park business: Mother
Mature still calls most of the shots
in a relatively short season that
winds down after Labor Day. So,
the search for new diversions never
ends.

This summer, rain and heat kept
many fun parks waiting for the
crowds, although others reported a
late surge to surpass year-ago lev-
els

Especially hard-hit were the 200
or 5o water parks, a fairly new en-
trant into the amusement game,

"Our June was just horrendous,”
said John Seeker, spokesman for
Wet 'N Wild, a water park across
the freeway from Six Flags in Ar-
lington. “It's almost like summer
never came."

Last year, the nation's 600
amusement parks reported more
than 249 million visitors and oper-
ators surveyed in July said they ex-
pected aboul a 2 percent increase
this year, taking the early season
weather problems into account,

But prices also may be holding
back attendance.

Admission to 27-year-old Six

Flags Over Texas is $19.95, on the
high end of prices among regional
parks.
“It's a little steep, especially
when all four of us come," said
Jackie Corley, who was visiting the
park on a recent, 100-degree day.

"We'd think twice” about com-
ing back if the price were in-
creased, she said,

Even next year's scheduled de-

but of the $5 million Texas Giant, a
4,920-foot long wooden roller
coaster, might not be enough to
overcome the price, she said. |

Daughter Elisa, however, had a
different view. She likes the park
“because | can hdve fun."

Roller coasters are a big draw at
the larger parks, and are frequently
the main attractions,

Worlds of Fun in Kansas City,

for "examplé; has a much-bally-
hooed new coaster this year — the
$3 million Timberwoll, and atten-
dance is up 10 percent, park offi-
cials said. |

The coaster recently was rated
No. 2 in the nation in a survey by
Inside Track, a' publication for
roller coaster enthusiasts,

“"We just had to come to see it,"
said Sara Johnson of Topeka, Kan.,
at Worlds of Fun on a recent week-
end with family members.

In Houston, at:Six Flags-owned
Astroworld, The Viper coaster also
helped the parkiovercome early
season doldrumsi brought on by
Tropical Storm Allison and Hurri-
cane Chantal.

There will be a new ride at
Astroworld next vear as well, but
spokeswoman Debra Ford
wouldn't reveal the nature of the
attraclion, excepl lo say, "'it's going
to be a great thrill ride."

The newest generation of thrills
involves motion simulation —
rides that give passengers the feel
of hurtling through space, or under
water, or flying an airplane. They
can cost from $120,000 to 52 mil-
lion each, depending on the so-
phistication.

The smaller scale of the motion
simulators — they don't require
towering support structures — re-
flect a trend toward downsizing
and regionalization,

“We're close to saturation.
There's no major melropolitan area
in the United States that doesn't
have a park within easy driving dis-
tance,” said Peter Irish, an official
with the International Association
of Amusement Parks and Attrac-
tions, an industry group.

As a result, IAAPA trade shows
include seminars on miniature golf,
go-carl tracks, batling cages and

Post file photo

Visitors enjoy a ride at
Houston's Astroworld.

arcades, Irish said.

Parks also are turning to con-
certs and other entertainment to
draw people during slack times. An
[AAPA survey this summer showed
more than 30 percent of the pro-
jects planned for the largest parks
were for entertainment.



Ramy Weather NOU Fun fFor Amusement Farks

ARLINGTON, Texas (AFP) — A skeleton of
what will be the world’s tallest wooden roller
coaster already rises above the trees at Six
Flags Over Texas, and planners are concocting
other gut-wrenching thrills,

Walt Disney Co. has splurged on a fantasy-
land of Hollywood diversions and acquired
rights to many of the Muppets, who will cavort
with Mickey and Goofy at Disney theme parks.

Bidders seeking Sea World may pay more
than §1 billion for Shamu, the killer whale, and
other finned celebrities,

All this maneuvering reflects one common
handicap in the $4 billion amusement-park
business: Mother Mature still calls most of the
shots in a relatively short season that winds
down after Labor Day. So, the search for new
diversions never ends,

This summer, rain and heat kept many fun
parks waiting for the crowds, although others
reported a late surge to surpass year-ago
levels.

Especially hard hit were the 200 or so water
parks, a fairly new entrant into the amusement
game,

“Our June was just horrendous,” said John
Seeker, spokesman for Wet 'N Wild, a water
park across the freeway from Six Flags in
Arlington. “It's almost like summer never
came.”

Others had a better time of it.

“We had one weekend in August, which is
traditionally one of our biggest months, where
we almost didn't even open. But despite all that
we're well ahead of last year,” said Ed Carroll,

Sce PARKS, Page 8

Parks

: *Attandance
Rank Park And Location (Millons) Comments
1. Walt Disney Word/Epcot,  25.1 «Even though aftendance h'i:!_difm,-:hls yaars
Lake Buena Vista, Florida profits are the highest in the park's history.
2. Disneyland i 13.0 *This was the second best season ever.
Anaheim, California Profits hit an all-time high.
3 Pierds, i ¥ 10.5  +Record year for aftendance.
San Francisco, California S e
4. Sea World of Florida 4.8 +Small decline reprasentative of decraase in
Orando, Flofida® araa tourism, i
5. Universal Stddics Tour 4.2 «Currently the second year of a three-year
Universal City, California = _expansionproject. .
6. Knott's Berry Farms, 4.0 Mo increase in attendance; the $10 million
Buena Park, California Bigloot Rapids is the major new attraction.
- Busch Gardehs, The Dark . 3.7 *Big year for twa reasons, the two panda
7. Continent, Tdmpa, Florida bears fromChina.
Sea World of Calilornia, 3.4 «This was the park's 25th anniversary season
B. San Diego, Califomia coming off a racord year in 1987.
Six Flags Magic Mountain, 3.1 “Increase aftributed to new Arrow Dynamics
9. Valencia, California - coaster, The Ninja.. . =~
Kings Island, 2.9 «Second bast year ever. Bad weather had a
10.  Kings Island, Ohio slight impact on attendance.
‘Anendance figures based on infarmation provided by the park or offwr sourcas within ohe industry,

Source: International Association of Amusement Parks and Altractions

From page one
general manager at

Rivergide

Park in Agawam, Mass,, which sdded

six new water rides this year,

Crystal Beach was not so lucky. The
101-year-old park in Fort Erie, Ontar-
io, Canada, just across the bridge from
Buffalo, N.Y., said it will close its rides
after this season, reflecting increased
competition and dwindling crowds.

ORLANDO SENTINEL
SEPT 89

lems into account.

“This year we just took a nose dive,”
said president Joseph Blondolillo. “A
lot of it was because of the rainy
spring. Then we started to lose num-
bers during the good weather.”

Last year, the nation's 600 amuse-
ment parks reported more than 249
million visitors and operators sur-
veved in July said they expected
about a 2 percent increase this year,
taking the early season weather prob-

But prices may also be ‘m_:lding back

allendance.

Admission to 27-year-old Six Flags
Over Texas is $19.95, on the high end

of prices among regional parks.

“It's a little steep, especially when
all four of us come,” sald Jackie Cor-
lev, who was visiting the park on a

recent, 100-degree day.

"Wa__r'd think twice™. about coming
back if the price were increased, she

said,

Even next year's scheduled debut of
the §5 million Texas Giant, a 4,920-

LR N R

.ol be enough to overcome the price,
she said.

Roller coasters are a big draw at the
larger parks, and are frequently the

ain attractions.

+ Worlds of Fun in Kansas City, for
xample, has a much-ballvhooed new
er this year — the $3 million
imberwoll, and attendance is up 10
rcent, park officials said.

The coaster recently was rated No.
2 in the nation in a survey by Inside
Track, a publication for roller coaster
enthusiasts,

“We just had to come fo see it,” said
Sara Johnson of Topeka, Kan., at
Worlds of Fun on a recent weekend
with family members.

She her family said the park was

expensive, but they regarded it as a

special, once-a-summer outing and
were willing to pay.

The newest generation of thrills in-
volves motion simulation — rides that
Eive passengers the feel of hurtling
through space, or under water, or fly-
ing an airplane. They can cost from
$120,000 to $2 million each, depending
on the sophislication,

The smaller scale of the motion
simulators — they don't require tow-
ering support structures — reflect a
trend toward downsizing and
regionalization,

"We're close to saturation. There's
ng major metropolitan area in the
United States that doesn'f have a park
within easy driving distance,” said
Peter [rish, an official with the Inter-
national Association of Amusement
Parks and Aftractions, an industry

AP

AS @ resull. TAAPA trade shows in
clude seminars on miniature golf, go-
carl tracks, batling cages and arcades,
Irish said.

Parks also are lurning to concerts
and other enleriainment o draw peo-
ple during siack times. An [AAPA sur-
vey this summer showed more than 30
percent of the projects planned for the
largest parks were for entertainment.

The parks are hoping to attract
more customers like Paul and Paula
Jarvis of Bowie, Md., who visited Wil-
liamshurg, Va,'s Busch Gardens along
with their grandchildren.

“We like the shows." Paula Jarvis
sald. “We really don't go for the rides
too much,”

Regional does not mean less lucra-
tive. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich Inc.
is selling its parks — four Sea Worlds,
plus other smaller parks near its Or-
lando headquarters — and it is esii-
mated the deal could bring the pub-
lisher £1.5 billion, 23 {imes what HBJ
paid for the three Sea Worlds it bought
in 1976.

Bigger is still better as far as play-
érs like Disney are concerned,
however,

With this year's addition of the new
Disney-MGM Studios theme park in
Florida and the announced purchase
of right- ro the Muppel characlers last
week. [Mspey's pursuit of new attrac-
fians has reached Barnum-esque
proportions.

The Disney-MGM theme park is a
$400 millizn playground with diver-
sions that range from do-it-yourself
music videos to recreations of 19405
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Kansas City, Mo.
Worlds of Fun/
Oceans of Fun

The Timber Wolf, the lerocious
beast of a roller coaster, collared us,
shook us and, after a wild 284-minute
ride, spit us out. My stomach seemed
to lag far behind on the first 95-foot
drop but then hit bottom with a force
reckoned at 2.85 G's.

This was my Iintroduction o
Kansas City's twin theme parks,
Worlds of Fun and s of Fun.

T imber Woll 1s one of those
increasingly rare creatures mosl
beloved among roller coaster pu-
rists: a woodie, It has two 24-passen-
ger trains on 4,230 feet of track that
twists and coils and spirals and even
doubles back on itself. The lines for
Timber Woll were longer than for
any others, including even the Orient
Express, a steel coaster with a 115
foot initial drop and a top speed of 65
miles an hour compared with the
Timber Woll's 53.

At neighboring Oceans of Fun,
the favorite attraction is the Ty-
phoon, a dual watzr slide that
launches bathers down an undulat-
ing, 400-foot incline at speeds up to 30
miles an hour,

Both parks open daily. Call 816
454-4545.

— By William Robbins
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Cedar Point's new Magnum XL-
200 will peak at 201 feet, making
it the highest roller coaster in the
world. This view fram the top of .
the first hill illustrates the steep,
60-degree angle of descent riders
will challenge as they speed along
the track at more than 70 mph.
The new roller coaster is slated to
debut May 6, opening day at the
Sandusky, Ohio, amusement/theme
park.

Tracks twist everywhere as
construction continues on the
4.210-foot-long Timber Wolf at
Worlds of Fun. Warlds of Fun will
be host site for ACE's 1989
Spring Conference, May 12-14

March .

ACE NEWS

1989

Hew Coasters Rising

Mare Conslruction Piclures lnside!

WORLDS OF FLIN

Details of Midwestern
Coaster Revealed

Park representatives al ACE's
Midwest No-Coaster Con (see
related story)| presented a
wealth of information about the
Midwest's new coasters o ride-
starved atlendees

Despite Irgid outdoor tem-
peratures, no doubt many
ACEers were thinking to an up-
coming season spent at:

Worlds of Fun

The first wooden roller coasterin
Worlds of Fun's (Kansas City,
MO) 17-year history has been
named Timber Wolf.

Vilume X1, Issues 3-4
March 1989 /1’4:7R

Mark PMellerkorn of Kansas
City came up with the winning
name, one of 7,000 unduplicated
choices from 9,810 total submis
sions. He received a package of
prizes worth 55,000—and a seat
on the coaster's inaugural run

With construction moving rap-
idly along, that April 1 first run
should be on schedule. The Tim-
ber Wolf*s structure has been fin-
ished for awhile, and by late lan-
uary the track was 80 percent
complete and getting laid at a
rate of 70 feet per day. About 40
construction workers toiled on

The Official Newsletter of

- The American
DOUBLE / Coaster
ISSUE! >\ Enthusiasts
=




WORLDS OF FLUMN

e

Final work on the 95-foot drop of the Timber Wolf, the new woodie at

Worlds of Fun.

the site in October; a crew of 27
was keeping things going
throughout January

Though the red FTC trains
have not rolled over so much as
an inch of the track (they're nol
even scheduled to arrive at
Worlds of Fun until March 11, the
ride already is raking in confi-
dent reviews from those associ-
ated with it

Worlds of Fun General Man-
ager john 5. Hudacek said that
the ride's name "best depicts
the speed. ferociousness and
unpredictability of the coaster™
Builder Charles Dinn comment
ed that though building a wood
en coaster is “heavy, tedious,
hard work ultimately, the
challenge of the construction will
pale in comparison 1o the inten

sity ol the ride expericnce. It

an interesting, unique coaster”
Indeed. Foremost among Tim-
ber Well s eccentricities is an up-
ward spiral in which the train
rises sharply while banked to
the right and slowing from 40
miles per hour to 20, Both that
feature and the ride’s “out-and-
twister” track plan come from
the unusual way the project was
presented o designer Curlis
Summers Inc. ol Cincinnati
worlds of Fun literally present-
ed a “menu” of features they
liked on other coasters and
asked that as many as possible
be incorporated
Worlds of Fun recently clari-
ficd tor us that the Tanivr Well's
I"I'C coaster cars will have head
rests, The nde isell will feature
near” negative CpsT—olose 1o

-_L.-|-.:||||._--.-.r|g--.-\. ol any  allu

The tallest and fastest looping steel roller coaster in the world, The
Great American Seream Machine at Six Flags Great Adventure
{Jackson, NJ), was topped off at 173 feet on January 20. Construction
of the ride started last'September.

al” negative g's

MNevertheless, Timber Wol|
promises to be a coaster with a
personality all its own.

worlds of Fun would be happy
to put ACE members on their
"Coaster Countdown™ press re-
lease mailing list. If you'd like 1o
get Worlds of Fun's Timber Wol|
“newsletier” releases, send your
name and address 1o Worlds of
Fun, Coaster Countdown Pubilic
Information Supervisor, 4545
Worlds of Fun Avenue, kansas
City, MO 64161

Six Flags Mid-America

As I1.'F'u.'|1I!L'n.i in Vol Xl lssug 2 ol

ACE Mews, Eurkea, MO's 5ix
Flags Mid-America is the new [

cation ol the 148G Vancouwver

Expo Scream Machine The newly

christened Ninja was delivered
to the park in August 1988

The 108-foot-tall, 2.330-foot-
long steel ride will whip riders
through a sidewinder, loop, dou-
ble corkscrew and helix at
speeds up 1o 6% miles per hour
The ride will be able to handle
2,000 guests per hour

Riders who sampled the
Seream Maching in Vancouver will
notice some differences as they
climb aboard the Minjg. Among
the more noticeable will be a
new type of locking shoulder
harness and Huorescent-orange-
painted headrests

Thoush the park’s opening
date s April 7, construction de
lays have made il unclear wheth
er Minj will prove itsell “The
Black Belt of Roller Coasters al

i
hal foenge



NAPHA NEWS

WOooDEN CORSTER TORPS=0UT

@t Werlds of Fun

The giant wooden roller
coaster structure under
construction at Kansas City's
Worlds of Fun reached its
highest point recently when
the last wooden plank was
placed 100 [eet above the
ground atop its 25 degree lift.
From this highest point,
passengers will plummet 95
feet toward the earth at 53
m.p.h., experiencing a G-force
of +2.85.

The $3 million coaster, one of
Worlds of Fun's most
ambitious expansions ever is
scheduled to open April |,
1989 when the park begins
its 17th season.

The coaster ride, designed
exclusively for Worlds of Fun
by Curtis D. Summers, Inc, of
Cincinnati, Ohio, combines the
most thrilling and classic
elemen:= of Lthe greatest roller
coasters ever built. The 2 1/2
minute jour v will feature a
combinatior. " breath-taking
elements to cieate the most
intense ride experience
achievable.

Dinn Con. i~uction of
Cincinnati, Ohio, selected for
its world-renowned wooden
coastler exipertise, is the
builder of the new ride.

According to Charlie Dinn,
company owner and builder
of coasters for 25 years,
constructing a wooden coaster
is a demanding job. “It's
heavy, tedious, hard work,”
said Dinn. "But ultimately, the
challenge of the construction
will pale in comparison to the
intensity of the ride
experience.”

The Dinn Construction crew,
comprised of approximately
40 people, began surveying
the site in September. The
crew is working six days a
week, nine hours a day.
When completed, the coaster
will be comprised of 15 tons
of nails, 80,000 bolts and
680,000 board feet of lumber.

According to Sonny Harris,
Worlds of Fun director of
maintenance and construction,
ride construction is on
schedule. "We are extremely
pleased with the progress of
the coaster,” stated Harris.
“The mild weather and the
expertise of Dinn Construction
have kept us right on
schedule to open the coaster
in April.”

Timber Wolf is the name

selected from nearly 10,000

entries for Worids cf Fun's 53
NAPHA NEWS

(NATTONAL AMUSEMENT PARK HISICRICAL ASSN. )

Winter, 1989

million wooden roller coaster.
The announcement was made
by John S. Hudacek, Worlds of
Fun/Oceans of Fun general
manager. Timber Wolf was
one of 9,810 names entered in
the recent "Name the Coaster”
contest. Over 7,000
unduplicated names filled 188
single-spaced computer-
printed pages.

"We are very excited to
announce Timber Wolf as the
name and congratulate Mark
Pfefferkorn of Kansas City,
Missouri for his winning
entry,” commented Hudacek.
"We believe the name Timber
Wolf best depicts the speed,
ferociousness and
unpredictability of the
coaster.”

Construction of Timber Wolf is
ahead of schedule. Its basic
structure was completed
recently when the last vertical
bent was bolted, completely
enclosing the superstructure.
Construction workers are
currently working on the final
phase, bracing and tracking, to
complete the ride for its
scheduled opening on April 1.
1989 when the park begins it:
1 7th season.
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mm— Rarna KEWS

Worlds of Fun's Timber
Wolr Coaster under
construction in Kansas
City, Missouri.

Credit all photos/J. Merritt
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Jeff Merritt

On Friday, March 31, Kansas City's Worlds
Of Fun held a “Private Screaming” to pre-
view its new TIMBER WOLF wooden roller
coaster (Dinn/Summers/PTC) for a crowd of
apprecialive media personnel and ecsiatic
amusement park enthusiasts. The following
day, April 1, the ride was opened to the gen-
eral public as the park began its 17th season.
Located on seven acres of land in the
expanded Americana section of the park, the
TIMBER WOLF utilizes the same boarding
station which was previously used for the
EXTREMEROLLER (EXT) Arrow corkscraw.
The coaster extends southward and wraps
around the Pandamonium and Americana
sections of the park, and this beautiful setting
provides numerous vantage points for view-
ing and photographing the ride. At night, the
coaster is especially beautiful, featuring
chaser lights on the first hill and dramatic
flaodlighting

The TIMBER WOLF perorms like an un-
tamad beast in the woads. The six-car trains
which have been painted red, with orange to
yellow striping, fly sinwously around the high-
spead drops and curves, and the numerous
and intense negative G forces have necessi-
tated the addition of safety belts to the PTC

WORLDS OF FUN'S now TIMBER WOLF negotiales
tha "babs® furn

Like its namesake, the TIMBER WOLF is a
cunning beast which is full of surprises. The
stan is so fast that the entire train is on the lift
before it linally catches the chain. After leav-
ing the chain, the WOLF swoops around a
left-hand turm, and even before the tum is
completed, begins a 92-lool first drop at a
50-degree angle. Back seal riders are thrown
to the right, lifted from their seats, and remain

airborne during the enlire plunge.

On the much shorter second drop, the
TIMBER WOLF becomes vicious - some
would say rabid - as il plunges, pops riders
from their seats, and slams them down in the
valley. Climbing, the TIMBER WOLF slices
through the lift hill and flings riders into the
wicked "bobs™ turn. Here, fronl seat riders
are catapulted from their seats, then thrown
1o the left as the train banks right and drops.
Back seat riders do nol leave their seals, bul
experience tremendous side thrust as the
train negotiates the tumn.

Following the bobs turn, the train races over
another powerful negative G hill, then blasts
into the S40-degree upwards helix. Banking
right and climbing, the train completes the
first 180-degrees at maximum speed, grind-
ing riders inlo their seats. The second
180-degrees is also satifyingly fast; however,

by the last 180-degrees, the TIMBER WOLF
begins to pant somewhat, giving riders a
grand pause to think over what they have just
experienced, or 1o worry about what lies
ahead.

After reaching the top of the helix, the WOLF
regains speed by plunging over a shon, steep
drop then flies over another negative G hill.
Here, the coaster gracefully lifts riders from
their seats only to slam them down as it
burrows under the lift hill and bobs turn.
Speeding around a sweeping lefi-hand turn,
the WOLF then loses ferocity as it climbs a
high camel back hill. Slinking down the other
sida, it resumes its pace as it snarls through
the lower level, 180-degree turnaround.

{Continued on Page 3)

FIRST DROP of the WOLF. AR photos: Joff Merrir

INSIDE TRACK

Ma Yo 1989

TN BFVCILPLRE. ENLRLD AR (0N F J, PUIRSAID LR g (i),
Roy Brashears (MD), Mike Chew {(CA), Tim
Cole (CA), Dave Rockenbaugh (IL), Andrew
Hine (England), Mike and Celia Horwood
(Canada), Rudy Krueger (CT), Jim Lang (IN),
Bill Linkenheimer (FA), Jefl Mearritt (K3), Lou
Ann Reem (PA), Donna Sasser (MJ), Lisa
Scheinin  (CA), Marlon Scott (FL), Pat
Shannon (PA), Derek Shaw (PA). Larry
Wasserman (OH), Ron Witrzek (IL), and the
corporations, parks, and organizations
specifically named throughout. We thank you
for your continued input.

May 12-14

ACE SPRING CONFEREMCE

Worlds Of Fun (MO)

Three ERT's, admission to the park Saturday
and Sunday, and an opening night party are
included in the weekend's festivities. Regis-
tration postmarked after April 29: $35 (ACE)
and $45 (non-ACE). Info; ACE News or P.O.
Box 8226, Chicago IL 60680.

Friday May 19

ACE SANTA CRUZ QUTING

Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk (CA)

Morthern Califormia ACE Regional Represen-
tative Dave Escalante is organizing an outing
al Samta Cruz 1o celebrate the BIG DIFPER's
65th anniversary and enjoy the other
attractions on the boardwalk (we're talking
about the rides, guys...). Info; ACE, or Dave at
408/279-8963.

May 20-21

RIDERS OM THE STORM

Lakeside and Elitch’s (CO)

6 Prvl (both days). The unpredictable weather
during this time of year has provided an ex-
cuse for an annual weekend of coaster riding
on two of the country's best: Lakeside's CY-
CLONE and Elitch's TWISTER. A *stormin®”
good time s planned, and interested
“phenomenclogisis” are urged to confact
Jerry Vargo fo join in the fun. With enough
interest, ERT may be added, Info: 303/233-
7180 (day), 303/988-4453 (eves), or write
1625 5. Iris Way, Lakewood CO 80226,

May 27-28 -

WHNYCC COASTERFEST '89

Kennywood and Idlewild (PA)

WHNYCC's annual gathering will be heid in
western Pennsylvania this year, and includes
ERT on Kennywood's RACER and
JACKRABBIT, and Idlewild's ROLLO
COASTER. If enough people attend, ERT on
the THUNDERBOLT may be added. Regis-
tration: $30person includes POP's at bath
parks, ERT's and a picnic dinner al Kenny-
wood. Info: Harry Sykes 412/775-3098 or
Thad Lewandowski-Richard Koppelman
B814/456-4586.

Saturday June 3

WHNYCC BLUE STREAK BASH "89
Conneaul Lake Park (PA)

11:45 AM. S7.50 (310 if postmarked after May
20, and $3 for Season Pass holders) buys you
an all-day ride and slide pass for Conneaut
Lake Park, plus admission o an exclusive
two-hour ride session on the BLUE STREAK
coaster after the park closes. Inlo: Richard
Koppelman, 724 East 6th S1., Erie PA 16507



Worlds of Fun this week announced one of its largest expansions ever and
asked area residents to help name the new wooden roller coaster.

Worlds of Fun might
be renamed World of
Wood this spring
following completion of

a £33 omillion, old-
fashioned roller coaster.
And the giant

amusement park wants
area residents to help
name the contraption.
The winner whose
name is selected will
receive four round-trip
airline  tickets to
anywhere Braniff
Airlines fly in the con-
tinental United States,
$1,000 in cash, a 1989
Worlds of Fun Family
Season passport for
four, a 33 volume set of
encyclopedias from En-
cyclopedia Brittanica, a
commemorative plague
bearing the winning
contestant’s name at the
roller coaster site and a
gseat on the inaugural
coaster ride,

Only that last might be
hard to take,

Park officials in
ceremonies Thursday
showed media members

(SHAWNEE MISSION,

around the site for the
4,230 foot coaster. They
explained that the whole
idea of a wooden coaster
is that it is less secure
than the park’s several
steel ones,

“This ride will be the
culmination of years of
research and study of
the greatest roller
coasters ever built."”
said park general
manager John 8.
Hudacek. “World
renowned experts have
combined thrilling and
classic elements to
create the most intense
ride experience
achievable."

In shert, it should
scare the '‘you know
what'' out of you.

The idea is that wood
makes noises as it
shakes. Steel is secure
and quiet. Wood rattles
and rolls.

In other words, if the
Orient Express doesn't
get you, try this one.

The ride, one of the
largest expansions in

SUN NEWSFAPERS

November 16,

“Wooden Wonder” planned at Worlds of Fun

Worlds of Fun's 17 year
history, is designed for
continuous ‘‘terror’
{that's their word) over
its 244 minute length. It
starts with a nearly 100-
foot plunge then con-
tinues to twist and turn,
including two complete
circles where G forces
will nearly triple.

For the less brave,
there is always the
naming contest.
“Wooden Wonder" has
already been suggested.
‘'Splintered Snake"
might be another. If you
have one of your own,
visit participating J C
Penney Stores in the
area or mail a 3 x 5 post-
card with the entrant’s
name, address, city,
state, zip, residence and
business phone,
signature and suggested
name to: Worlds of Fun
Coaster Contest, P.O.
Box 7558, Kansas City,
Mo., 64116.

And get ready for April
1 when the park opens
with the new coaster.

KANSAS)
1988



TIMBER WOLF: This siriking ant design for Worlds of Fun's newest afirac-
tian was created by the Barstein Rein agersy of Kansas City. company An Direc-

tar Jim Pailiot sald Friday while al a special preview of the rolier coaster. The

Timber Wolf provides ‘white-knuckled terror’

By Jack Milas
Editor

I'm like most sane people, at beast
when it comes 10 roller coasters.

Doa't gase for "em.

Oh, sizre, it's fun to wakch other
:;f:-;'l-! ride them. Love a good laugh m
SimL

Wise men fear to mead whese canle go
first, or something like thae

Anmyway, when Worlds of Fun exien-
ded an invitation o ride Timber Woll 2
a "special soreaming” Friday, [ figured
right away how io handle it — waich,
from affar,

Because | had passes for two, [ inviled
along a fmend, Rob Grace, a former Ex-
celsior Springs resident who lives soath
of the Great Divide. Rob's a freelancer
whi did the calar wark on the Timber
Wall logn, which was degigned by the
Bersiein FRetn apency, 30 1 Gigured he'd
like a first-eye Jook at the beast he'd hel-
ped promode,

He came along with the same ides |
had — Ride itT No way.

There were maybe 8 couple handred
people in the park when we amived, all
wandering the mr-iopped walkways
sorward the $3 million monster, like
lemmings hound for the sea

We looked up 100 feet to Timber
Waolf's highest poing, heard the screams
ol 24 people plenging almost sraight
down at mare than 50 mph, and remed
g each aiher with kooks thar repeans’
vt previous, metially nespecied deti-
117
N way

Ase lunch while listening 10 the rackel

of the roller coaster some 25 yards off,
Abgut every three minutes, two dozen
peaple screamed like the loondes they
surely had 1o be to get on that thing.

Adeer lunch, | got permission i jump
& fence and ook what | considered 10 be
a gtrategic position 1o gel a few phosos. |
snapped off several, but felt disap-
poilried,

The pictures lacked zip, What | really
neaded wal 19 ..

No way, | wld mysell,

Took a few more photos. Wasched the
cars sail dong the track. Remembered
what it was likce about six yeary ago
when | road the Screaming Eagle at the
Six Flags near 51, Loals.

1 survived that ride. Why not this one?
11 ondy kasts 1 50 seconds

Just 2 171 minutes

1 told Rob why we (T wasn't going
alone) should ride i

“No way,” e said. Rob can be 3o pre-
dictable,

We wandered along the path that led
out ol the park, and woward the Timber
Woll entrance

=L 'mon,” 1 said.

“Youre kidding.™

I"m mixt gare why, but Rob scquigsced.

We wailed in the staging area with

other people linening (o recorded sounds
ol 2 woll howling inza perhaps
the walf had been on coaster

Bt T honesidy d

eel nervous

standing en lme. [ knew what | waned,
after all, and | am a professional.

Camera in hand and with the strap
wrapped securely around my am, |
didnt thank a thang about the seat bel
and bar that closed proteciively over us

Last car, Good for pictunes, | thoeght,
Leamed lazer that it's the car that “goes
in the air on a roller coaster,” according
10 somebody a1 the alfice.
~ The feeling in my stomach confirmed
I

There was a pentle linle ride out of the
staging area. Mo jiniers. Had o get thas
pictare and lifted the camera, irying to
fcus oo people in the lead car,

Riding up the first hill, watching
clowds linger in a blue sky through my
viewiinder, | waited, ready to snap the
phato

Actaally, it was me thel wnapped

To say we rode over the crest of that
bt mountan would be accurate, bui
hardly descriptive of the feeling.

We fell over it The view I'mchr wound
up somewhere aganst my forehead
forped all aboat taking photos

Held on for dear Jife

Had [ mads that Leit ife insurance
payment? Would | sez my wife and 4-

logo can be seen on posters and bEboards, and in television and newspap
ads. The ride, however, can anly be seen a1 the park

1
year-pid daughter agasn?

Just get me off thas thing !

My eves opened again when we rode
a yraightaway, Tried 1o regain com-
F:ﬁ-_-n_ Figured on 2 quick photo b0 tave

e,

Anciher dip followed, and another

1 fedt like a dip, mysell. Why do [ do
these things?

The raging, white-knuckled termor en-
ded gendly enough. Son of Eke nding &
woemada and then safily landisg in
Munchkin Land

Everyone was smuling, maybe betame
they'd servived.

Az we headed pward the SIRging arza
1 Ginally mansged 1o snap a phoso, and
ol & particularly good one.

Somehow that didn't mater. | fousd
that like everyone else, Fiob mncleded
ws smiling, layghing

All of which probably says &
prafound aboul the buman conds
1 weon' 1| bogher 10 Spes e
“Want 1o ride | again™' Rob jokes
He kasew the answer
Boo weay! |

LIBERTY NEWS

(LIBERTY,
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by Ward W. Triplett I

ler coaster was only
a bloeprinl design  this spring
when il gave Worlds of Fun Gen-
eral Manager John Hudacek his first
rill.

The designers, Lhe best in the business,
d %ix top rides behind them. They
re working from a vision thal park
managemenl had created from more
than 530 rides across the country, trying
*a hiend the very best parts of the very
rides

When they were done, Hudacek said,
ilder Charles Dinn lold park officials
thal this would be Lthe mosL exciting ride
Ive had ever put together.

And designer Curtis D. Summers,
coking at the combination of lfts,
5 and gravity changes he had twist-
into the thing, teld them be wouldn't
on it

“That's when | koew we had some-
thing,” Hudacek sald Tuesday al Worlds
Fun.

Thanks to compliant weather, the roll-
coagter, which will be pamed in a
contest o be announced later, is
Eving up fast at the southwest corner of
the park.

Its double belix and several lengths of
rack already are visible from Inter-
e 435, The depariure station is com-
pleted and stands in shade east of the
helix. The remains of the EXT roller
coastier are stacked to the south. That

The wooden coaster, the biggest at-
traction built a1 Worlds of Fun since the
Orienl Express was completed in 1980,
should be ready by .i.p.n'l. 1, on opening
day of the park’s 15th season. [ won'l be
the fastest roller coaster al the park
because its top speed will be 53 mph: the
Orient Express reaches 65. It won't be
the Lallest becawse il will rise 100 feet,
15 feet less than the Orient Express

Bul it will be the only wooden ride,
and it is designed Lo give riders a thrill
al every Lurn, climb and dip. Because of
e camelback bur and weird angles,
even  he tlraig wayi won'l be
sraighiawy
© “The idea is to stimulate at every
maorment, maximize the thrill,” Hedacek
said. “So many new rides going up talk
aboul being the largesi or the longest,
but that was really insignificant to us
On a lot of them, after the first drop,
they're preily boring We wanied 1o
maintain the lerror at every second. ™

Hudacek and other Worlds of Fun
officiala loked around the park five
¥ears ago and decided it needed a clas-
sic, wooden roller coaster. Betides being
a modern monument to the arigina of

amuzsemenl park rides, wooden roller
coasters are the overwhelming lavoriles

Coaster

sl apeasd Frorn pge 1D

ack to basics:
wooden coaster

orlds of Funwants terrorateachturn

i proups such as Lthe American Coaster
Enthusiastis, be said

There are more than 500 roller caast-
ers in the countey, bat only 88 of them
are wosden The Worlds of Fua ride is
of just iwo being boilt for next
seazon. The otber 5 at Dormey Park in
Allentown, Pa

Worlds of Fun set aside $3 million w0
Bushd i1 and flew stall members o the
best wooden rides in the country for
research  Susan Longrmire, the park’s
director of markeling, found that her
ride on a wooden design in New Jersey
was vastly dillerent [rom those on the
stee]l Orient Express and Zamberi Zin-
Ber

For one, she said, a wooden coaster
makes creaking noises, probably from
all the bepding, shaking and raitling
going on, After all, some of the supports
are nailed logether.

“A steel coaster like the Orient &
exciting. bal it's a very smooth ride,”
Longmire said. “ O that (wooden) ooe, 1L
felt like something had gone wrong. You
menss Lhat you're going out of control.™

And the Worlds of Fun ride, she noted,
will be much larger than the one she was

an,

Woody's dimensions and ride details
are intimidating. It will have 4,230 feel
of wooden track. With track and struc-
tre, it will consume §80,000 board feet
of lumber, 15 toas of pails, 80,000 balts
and seven acres of land,

Dinn's company Bas aboul 20 men
working on the ride, and Worlds of Fun
s providing up to 20 more The crews
plan to get 1,200 concrete plers, on
which the wood frames are based, all in
belore winter.

On the ride, two trains will leave the
slation for & 100-foot climb at a 15
degree angle, Then, after hitting & tight
corner al 14 mph, the train will swoop
down ¥8 feetl o ils [sd walley, golng
52.55 mph on a S0-degree slope. The
speed on a roller coaster seems like 150
mph in a car, Hodacek said, and the
degree of slope means the coasler train
will be leaning toward the ground It
creates a positive G-force of 1.85, which,
loozely defined, means your stomach
will sink Lo your Loes,

The cars then Bit ancther lurn at 31
mph and uie kinetic energy 1o reach the
belix. They will spin twice through the
120-foat loop, banking sharply to the
right, and then cul through a humped
siraightaway al 39.9 mph

The speed will reach 48 mph down
phai stretoh, st the end of which the train
will hit a high bank; negalive gravity
force on that is supposed o creaie a
feeling of weightlessness. The coaster
will be going upward of 33 mph entil Lhe
very last turn, then it heads back around
10 (he alation

It is designed to be a delight for thrill
sevkers. Huedacek and Longmire agreed

. _&;i'ﬂla!tfr;ﬁg 2D col. 3

e

The wooden roller
coaster going up
al the southerest
corner of Worlds
of Fun will be
named in a public
conbest [0 be
annoenced later.
An artist’s
rendition (left)
shows [be
camelback hurnp:
and weird angles,
designed to
“maintaln the
terror”
throughout the
ride. [photo
above by Lauren
Chapio/special 1o
The Star)

sucl 1hings,
Wisrlds of Fun had already taken
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‘ Entertainment options ab

By Don Bradley
and Steve Everly

WL i

ortklanders don't have to cross the
Mizsouri River to lind the bright
lights of entertainment.

With several theater groups, two sym-
phony orchestras and & smorgasbord of
dining and dancing establishments, resi-
dents and visitors are offered a steady
supply of opening nights and last calls,
Elle the N

spots I3 smaller than south of the river

because of the smaller population, the

area still offers premium enterlainment,
said Marilyn Schweltzer, president of the

Maorthland Chamber of Commerce,

“We have some very excellent enter-
tainment sources north that should be
taken advantage of ™ she said.

One area of entertainment the North-
land can boast about is its two symphony
orchestras. The Nortkland Symphony
Orchestra and the Philbarmonla of
Greater Kansas City both play regular
concert seasons that are free of charge.

The Philharmonia of Greater Kansas
City i3 based at Park College and plays
i1s concerts in the Graham Tyler Memo-
rial Chapsl oa the campus of Park
College in Parkville.

The Northland Orchesira,

| which has been around for more than 21

years, performs a regular series of con-
certs at Park Hill High School, 7701 N.W,
Barry Road, Kansas City, Morth,

Theater prodictions also frequently
are offered in the Northland.

The Bell Road Barn Players bave been
Eerrnrmlng since the mid-1850s, and the
Northgate Commuanity Theatrs s enter-
Ing Its sixth season,

‘There are community theaters In Lib-
erty and Excelsior Sgrl.np. and the
ikeater departrents at Park College and
Willam Jewell College In Liberty also
have regular theater seascns,

Sandy Goehrung, president of the Nor-
thgate Community Theatre, sald she
doesn’t think the wvariows groups will
sufler from competition,

“l think thers are enough theater-
goars up here o go around” sald
" The e i3 producti

ter puts on lts ona In
ke Northgate Community Center, 2117
M.E, 481k St., Kansas City, North.

Upcoming productions include “Trip
to Boantiful.™

The theater group that has been
arcund the longest is the Bell Road Barn
Players, which was founded by Barbara
and ihe late Jenkin David, He was a
¢rama “teacher at Park College and
started the playhouse for his studenis
and daughters.

Bob Stewarl, the president of ke
group’s Board of Directors, 2aid a range
of productions would be offered in the
David Theater, 4200 Riverside Drive,
Riverside.

“We are opening our 35th season with

land's nomber of night

iy e

A major atiraction at Worlds of Fun is the Orient
Express roller coaster. The ride reaches a speed of &5

“Our Town,™ which ls cur signatare play
o« - It I8 the fifth tme we've done It and
(it} bas become identified with our groap,
process,” he said,

This year, the group will perform a
double seazon with shows on Thursdays,
Fridays and Saturdays. The first season
will be March through Juoe aod the
second season will begin in September
and run through November.

Among the planned productions be-
sides "Our Town™ are “Mary, Mary,"
“Dama Yankees,” "The Lion in Winter,”
“She Loves Me" and “Side by Side with

For Las Vegas-iype eniertalnment
and smorgasbord dining, there s the
Gaold Buffet, 503 E. 18th Ave, North
Kamas City. 5o (ar, 8 Decemnber show ks

TNy

planned and other dates may be added.

Il country music ls your [favorite,
check oul the Farris Opry in Richmaond,
which puts on a show every Saturday
night. Opry is at 203 W. Main St
Just off the Richrmond square.

A new addition s Morth Town Opry
with Friday and Saturday might perfor-
mances ai the Paradise Theatre, 408
Armoar, North Kansas City, -

" Bpecisl guests at upcoming shows will
Ime Hank Thompsoa, Bill Carlyle and
‘Warner Mack.

Another coumtry
Buddie Boswell's Unlon mum
Route B, two miles north of -
The country and hillbilly show has been
around for about 15 years. |

Stars of country and other. styles of

ound for residents of Northland

AW

mph and completes the 3,470 feet of track in about 214
minutes.

music also perform at the Forum am-
phitheatre al Worlds of Fun

are pow belng made for the
coming season and concert dates will be
announced later.

Warlds of Fun, which opens April 1,
south of Isterstate 435 and NE d{ith
Street in Kansas City, North

For dining ard dancing pleasure. the
Northland offers a wide-ranging choice
of establishments, from Lhe country rock
soends of the 55 Chevy Lounge, 10135
N.W. Missouri 45, Kansas City, Nortk, 12

miusle’ atirsction ity w250 more mellow oflerings of the Alrpor:

Hilton Plaza [on, 8801 N.W
Kansas City, North.

102nd 51
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a mile and will reach 53 miles per hour, producing
a G-force of nearly three.

A new wooden roller coaster — the only kind, according
to aficionados — will roll at Worlds of Fun when it
opens April 1. The ride will be 1,000 feet short of

DISPATCH-TRIBUNE WEWSPAPERS
{KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI)

November 16, 1988

Name sought for new rotier coasrer

What do you eall a wooden roller
coaster that is more than 4,000 feet
long, goes 53 miles an hour, includes a
95-foot drop and lasts twe and a halfl
minutes?

That's what Worlds of Fun would
like to know. Thetfieme pirk is having
a contest Lo name its new $3 million
roller coaster, which is currently under
construction on seven acres in the
Americana section.

John Hudacek, Worlds of Fun gen-
eral manager, said the new wooden
roller coaster is one of the largest
expansion projects in the park’s 17-
year history.

“This ride will be the culmination of
years of research and study of the
freatest roller coasters ever built,”
Hudacek said. “I cannot wait to sce the
faces of the first riders. They will have
enjoyed 2-1/2 minutes of out-of-control,
breathless terror.”

Specially designed for Worlds of Fun

by Curtis D. Summers Ine. of Cincinnati,
Ohio, the roller coaster includes 1,200
concrete piers, 15 tons of nails, 80,000
bolts and 680,000 board feet of lumber.

The ride begins with a 25-degree
climb to 100 feet above the ground,
then turns a tight corner and plummets
95 feet, reaching a speed of 53 miles per
hour, while allowing riders to experi-
ence a plus-2.85 G-force. The coaster
also makes two complete high banking
cireles within a 120-foot spiral.

The ride, which will have an hourly
capacity of 1,200 persons, is scheduled
ta be completed on opening day, April
1, 1989. About 10 per cent of con-

struction has been completed, Hudacek
said.

"Words eannot adequately describe
the wooden coaster experience,” he
#nid. “The natural sway of the wood,
the creaking and elicking sounds as the
wheels and the track connect, even the
svent ol pine.”

The ride name will be selected through
the public naming contest. Entry forms
are available at all J.C. Penney stores
in the Greater Kansas City area, or
persons may mail a 3-by-5 posteard
with their name, address, city, state,
zip code, residence and business phone,
signature and suggested roller coaster
name to Werlds of Fun Coaster Contest,
P.0. Box 7558, Kansas City, Mo. 64116.

The winner will receive four round-
trip airline tickets to any BranifT Air-
lines destination in the continental
United States, $1,000 cash, a 1989
Worlds of Fun family season passport,
a 33-volume sot of Encyclopedia Brit-
tanica and a seat on the inaugural ride,

A commemorate plagque bearing the
winner's name alzo will be placed at
the roller coaster site.

All entries must be received by Dec.
9. For more information, telephone



the public next spring, the park will be
minus seven acres of vacant property, and
plus 630,000 feet of lumber.

A new wooden roller coaster is being
constructed at Worlds of Fun which will
combine new technology with the terror of
a roller coaster made u?

In a press release, Wﬂrlds of Fun/
Oceans of Fun General Manager John S.
Hudacek said that using wood to make the
roller coaster adds an element of terror.

“The natural sway of the wood, the
cres aking .md cl:ckmg SOuRdGS s ie wneels

sm=mssst cirmem tha maccs il sl

pine you are likely to catch, contribute to a
truly one-of-a-kind experimce.“ Hudacek
said.

The estimated cost for constructing the
roller coaster is $3 million. The specially
designed roller coaster is under construc-
tion now in the Americana section of the
park, and should be ready to receive pas-
sengers when Worlds of Fun opens for its
next season Aprl 1.

The ride should be able to accommodate
1,200 riders per hour. A ride on the roller
coaster is projected to take two and a half
minuies.

The roller coaster is o reach speeds of
53 miles per hour, carrying its passengers
100 feet above the ground.

dand ne L.. .H..-K ClHneTL, SYEN e SCCiL ul ues,

New attraction at Worlds of Fun
to fill riders with terror

When Worlds of Fun opens its gates o

The wooden roller coaster was designed
especially for Worlds of Fun by Curtis D.
Summers, Inc., Cincinnati, Ohio. Its
builder is the Charles Dinn Corporation,
Cincinnati.

According to Worlds of Fun officials,

the wooden roller coaster will not lack ex-
citement and the thrill of terror, but does
lack a name,

The ride’s name will be selected through
a public naming contest.

Individuals can complete an entry form
available at participating JCPenney stores
in the Kansas City area. Or those interested

can mail a 3x5 pusu:srd with their name,
address, city, state, zip code, residence and
business phone, signature and sugpested
roller coaster name to: Worlds of Fun

© Coaster Contest, P.O. Box 7558, Kansas

City, Mo. 64116,
Entries must be received by Friday, Dec. 9.

The winner will receive four round-trip
airline tickets w anywhere Braniff Airlines

flies in the continental United States,

$1,000 cash, a 1989 Worlds of Fun Family
Season Passport for four, a 33-volume set
of encyclopedias from Encyclopaedia
Britannica, a commemorative plaque bear-
ing the winning contestant's name placed
at the roller coaster site, and a seat on the
inaugural coaster ride.

Wooden roller coaster under construction

When Worlds of Fun opens next April, a huge, wooden roller coaster will be the
new attraction. The roller coaster .is currently under construction in the
Americana section of the park.

PLATTE COUNTY GAZETTE
(PARKVILLE, MISSOURI)
November 23, 1988



Wooden roiler coaster:
coming to Worlds of Fun

Kansas City's Worlds
of Fun annowunced recent-
Iy that a $3 million giant
wooden roller coaster is
currenty under construc-
tion On a seven-acre tract
in the Americana section
of the park.

According 1o Worlds of
Fun/QOceans of Fu.én

eral manager John S.
%{mudambz, the 4,230 foot
wooden coaster represents
one of the largest expan-
sion projects in Worlds of
Fun's 17 year history,
The public is being in-
vited to participate in a
naming contest o deter-
mine the name of the new
COASter,

“This ride will be the
culmination of years of
research and study of the
greatest roller coasters
ever built. World-re-
riowned experts have con-
bined thrilling and classic
clements to create the
most intense ride ex-
perience  achievable,**
commented Hudacek, *“I
cannct wail o see the
faces of the first riders.
They will have enjoyed
two and one-half minutes
of out-of-control, breath-
less, terror.™

Specially-designed for
Worlds of Fun by Curtis
D. Summers, Inc, of Cin-
cinnati, the coaster utilizes
the natural terrain of the
site. The two and one-lalf
minute ride features a
combination of dmilling
elements including a 95
foot drop and two com-
plete circles within a 120
foot helix.

The journcy begins as
the coaster train takes its
passengers out of the sta-

A gigantic wooden roller coaster headlines Kansas City’s Worlds of Fun's

expansion package for the coming 1989 season. The new coaster will ac-
commodate over 1,200 guests per hour and features 4,230 feet of wooden
track over an expanded 7 acres in the Americana section, During the two
and one-half minute journey riders will plummet 100 feet toward the earth,
race around high-banking curves and crisscross through the wooden struc-
ture while cresting hills and valleys at speeds of up to 53 mph. Worlds
of Fun, located at 1-435, exit 54, in Kansas City, will begin its 17th season
Saturday, April 1, 1989,

tion for a 25 degree climb
to 100 feet above the
ground, then tums a tight
comer and plummets 95
feet toward the earth at 50
degrees, reaching a speed
of 53 mph while allowing
riders to experience a
+2.85 G-force.
Suddenly the train lifts
its passengers upward for
a near negative G-force of
01, then slams into a
high banking curve to the
left, and careens down-
ward at speeds reaching
49 mph, and a G-force
peaking at +2.73,
Cresting hills and
valleys, the train speeds
through the awesome
wooden stricture, then
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races into the helix where
twice it spirals through a
120 foot loop while bank-
ing severely to the right.

The train dives out of
the helix enduring a
+2.48 G-force, i
into a series of hairpin
curves before barreling
through a dark mnnel that
brings the train into the
brake system befare
coasting into the station,

The new ride’s comple-
tion date is set for Warlds
of Fun's opening day,
Aprl 1, 1989. Presently
the coaster is nearly 30
percent complete. Accor-
ding to its builders,
Charles Dinn Corp. of
Cincinnati, the super-

structure will be compris-
ed of 680,000 board feet
of lumber, 15 tons of
nails, 80,000 bols and
1,200 concrete piers.

“Words cannot ade-
quately describe the
wooden  coaster ex-
perience,” Huodacek ex-
plained. ““The natral
sway of the wood, the
creaking and clicking
sounds as the wheels and
the track connect, even
the scent of pine you are
likely to catch, contribute
to a truly one-of-a-kind
exerience,

Park officials announc-

ed that the ride name
would be selected via a
public naming contest,
Those persons interested
in the naming contest may
complete an entry form
available at participating J
C Penncy stores in the
Kansas City arca or mail
a 3x5 postcard with the
entrant’s name, address,
city, state, zip code,
residence and husiness
phone, signatire and sup-
gested roller coaster name
to: Worlds of Fun
Coaster Contest, PO,
Box 7558, Kaisas Ciry,
Mo, 64116,
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Name that ride

Holler coaster fans, take heart—fast-beating heart.
Worlds of Fun is building a new wooden roller
coaster that will sport such thrilling elements as a
95-foot drop and two complete circles within a
120-foot helix. Riders will experience a + 2.85
G-force at 53 miles per hour, diving out of hairpin
CUurves.

The amusement ride needs a name, though.
Persons interested in the naming contest may
complete an entry form available at J.C. Penney
stores in the Kansas City area, or they can mail a 3x35
postcard with the entrant’s name, address, city, state,
zip code, residence and business phone, signature and
suggested roller coaster name to: Worlds of Eun
Coaster Contest, P.O. Box 7558, Kansds City, Mo.
64116,

The winner receives four round-trip airline tickets
to anywhere Braniff Airlines flies in the U.S,, §1,000
cash and a 1988 Worlds of Fun family season
passport. Entries must be postmarked by Dec. 9.

THE KANSAN
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Worlds of Fun building new ride

$3 million project
one of park’s biggest
By United Press International

HANSAS CITY — Worlds of Fun is
in the process of building a $3 millicn
giant wooden roller coaster in the
American section of the amusement
park, officials announced Thursday.

- The 4,230-feet coaster represents
one of the largest expansion projects
in the park's 17-year history, said
Worlds of Fun general manager John
Hudacek. The coaster, which is near-
y 30 percent complete, is expected to
je ready for operation when Worlds
ui.Fun opens April 1.
" The new ride, to be built on a seven-
acre tract, will be the culmination of
vears of research and study of the
greatest roller coasters ever built,
said Hudacek.
» “World renown experts have com-

bined thrilling and classic elements
to create the most intense ride ex-
perience available," he said.

“1 cannot wait to see the faces of
the first riders. They will have en-
joyed 2% minutes of out-of-control,
breathless terror.”

The coaster, which has yet to be
named, will utilize the site's natural
terrain, including a 95-foot drop and
two complete circles within a 120 feet
helix. It was designed by Curtis D.
Summers Inc. of Cincinnati, Ohio.

Even with the completion of the
new ride, the Orient Express will re-
main . the park's fastest roller
coaster, with its peak of speed at 65
miles per hour. The new coaster will
peak at 53 mph.

The new coaster construction will
bring to 140 the number of total acres
developed by Worlds of Fun,

Lee Derrough, president of Hunt
Midwest Enterprises Ine., which
owns the park, said nearly $54} million

have been reinvested into the park
since it opened in 1973, more than
doubling the initial investment.

Officials also announced Thursday
that the name of the new coaster will
be selected through a contest open to
the public.

There are 88 operating wooden
roller coasters in the country, with
one under construction in Penn-
sylvania.

“Words cannot adequately
describe the wooden coaster ex-
perience,” Hudacek said. “The
natural sway of the wood, the creak-
ing and clicking sounds as the wheels
and the track connect, even the scene
of the pine you are likely to catch,
contribute to a truly one-of-a-kind ex-
perience.

“Best of all, our wooden coaster
will combine the nostaglic old-time
thrill with today's advanced high-
technology.”

$3 million ride to debut at Worlds of Fun

Worlds.af 15 sel lo ex-

project in Worlds of Fun's

Top of Lift — 100 feet above

takes its passengers out of the

pand and will' offer something
special to its visitors in 1989
when the new season begins.
The 1989 expansion pachage.
which will cost three million
dollars, will feature a new
wooden roller coaster,
manufactured by Charles
Dinn Corporation of Cinein-
nati, Ohio.

The new ride, a state-of-
the-art in roller coaster
design, was built exclusively
for Worlds of Fun by Curtis
D, Summers, Inc., also of
Cincinnati. 'Me ride is the
most ambitious expantion

seventeen year history.

The new roller coaster Is a
wooden structure with 4,230
feet of wooden track. The ride
features a combination of the
most thrilling elements
available in coaster design
including a 95 ft. drop, two
complete high banking cir-
cular tracks within a 120 ft.
helix, and a bow tie formation
of three crossovers through
the giant structure.

Features of the roller
coaster:

Miximum speed — 53 mph

Maximum G-force — + 2.85

ground

Track length — 4,230 feet

Capacity — 1,200 rides per
hour

Elapsed Ride Time - two
minutes-30 seconds

Train — 4 people to a car,
slx cars to & train

Acreage — 7 acres in the
expanded American section
of the park!

Construction requirements
- 1,200 concrete piers; 15
tons of nails; 80,000 bolts;
680,000 board feet of lumber

The 23 minute journey
begins as the coaster train

station for a 25 degree climb
to 100 feet above the ground,
then turns a tight corner and
plummets 85 feet toward the
earth alt 50 degrees and 53
mph allowing riders to expe-
rience a +2.85 G-force.

Suddenly the train lifts its
passengers upward for a near
negative G-force of .01, then
slams into a high banking
curve to the left, and zooms
downward at speeds reaching
49 mph., and a G-force eaking
at +2.73.

Cresting hills and valleys,

the train speeds through the
awesome wooden structure,
then races into the helix at a
speed of 44 mph where twice
it spirals through a 120 ft. loop
while bnking severely to the
right.

The train dives out of the
helix at a speed of 40 mph
with a +2.48 G-force, travels
through the wooden structure
into a circuit of sharp curves
before entering a hairpin
curve and a 180-degree turn
that brings the train into the
brake system before coasting
into the station.
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TIMBER WOLF is the name selected from nearly
10,000 entries for Worlds of Fun's £3 million
wooden roller coaster. The announcement was
made recently by John S. Hudacek, Worlds of Fun/
Oceans ol fun general manager. Timber Woll is
ona of 9,810 names entered in the recent “Name
the Coaster” contest. The winnar was Mark Plef.
ferkom of Kansas City.

Worlds of Fun names wooden

coaster Timber Wolf
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Kansas City - The highest bant is placed 100 feet above the ground
on the giant wooden roller coaster structure currently under con-
struction at Worlds of Fun. From this point the coaster train will
plummed its passenters 85 feet towards the earth at 53 mph. The
new coaster features a combination of thrlling elements including
sharp-banking turns intertwined in the giant wooden structure. The
$3 million ride, one of the park’s largest expansions ever, is sched-

-uled to open on April 1, 1989 when the park begins fis 17th sea-

son. Worlds of Fun is located at I-435, exil 54, in Kansas City.

Timber Wolf is the name se-
lected from nearly 10,000 entries
for Worlds of Fun's $3 million
wooden roller coasier. The an-
nouncement was made by John 5.
Hudacek, Worlds of Fun/Oceans
of Fun general manager. Timber
Wolf was one of 9, B10 names en-

Plefferkorn was proclaimed
the winner of the recent contest
and received a package of prizes
todajing $35.000, including lour
round-trip airlines tckets o any-
where Braniff Airlines flies in the
continental United States, 51,000
cash, a 1989 Worlds of Fun Fami-

pored-in-the. recent-mMNamo-tho—Iy Seasonfassporifor-four, a 33-

Coastér®. contest.  Qver. 7,000

unduplicated names’[illed 188

single-spaced computer-printed
! S

ages. - . e
According to Hudacek, the
name selection was'an extensive
process. The final selection was
based on the results of plblic
opinion research.” "We are very
excited 10 announce Timber Wolf
a5 the name and congratulate
Mark Pfefferkorn of Kansas' City,
for his winning entry,”, comment-
ed Hudacek. "We bélieve the
name Timber Woll best depicts
the speed, ferociousness and un-
predictability of the coaster.”

volume set of encyclopedias from
Encyclopedia Britannica, a com-
memorative plaque bearing his
name o be placed on the coaster
site, and a seat on the inaugural
coaster ride.

Construction of Timber Woll
is ahead of schedule. Iis basic
structure was compieted recenty
when the last vertical bent was
bolted, completely enclosing the
supérstruciure, Construction wor-
kers are currently-working on the
final phase, bracing and tracking,
to complete the ride for its sched-
uled opening on April 1 when the
park begins its 17th season,
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It’s a Timber Wolf:
Park names coaster

By Ward W. Triplett IIl

ars and entenainmant writer

T he pride and joy of Worlds

of Fun's 1989 seastn, a
4,30 Toot-long, $3° million
wooden roller coaster, has been
officially named Timber Wolif.
The name was among 9,830
suggestions submitted to the
theme park since its contest was
announced Nov. 12. For the win-
ner, Mark Pfefferkorn of Kansas
City, it means four round-trip
tickets anywhere Braniff Air-
ways flies, $1,000, a family sea-
son passport to the park, a set of
encyclopedias, a plagque pro-
claiming him the name-game
champion and a seat on Timber
+Wolf's first ride when Worlds of
Fun opens at 10 a.m. April 1. He
was to receive the prizes today.
The choice was made Monday,
two days after the final vertical
pine timber used to construct the
frame went up, said J. David
Holt, corporate director of mar-
keting for Hunt Midwest Enter-
prises Inc., which owns Worlds of
Fun. Construction is nearly a
month ahead of schedule because
of mild winter weather.
“The name has some mystery,
speed and a personality to it"
Holt said. “It sounds like it would

be sometimes angry, sometimes
out of control, which is exactly
what most people feel about
wooden roller coasters.”

The selection process took
three stages, Holt said. After the
contest ended Dee. 9, Worlds of
Fun officials went through 188
pages of computer printouts and
came up with 200 possibilities,
which they narrowed to 80,

Mext, employees in the ride's
target age group—13 to 24—and
the Bernstein-Rein advertising
agency picked six finalists, which
Bernstein-Rein tested at three
area shopping malls. Timber
Wolf came out the clear winner,
Holt said.

Many names were submitied
more than once, Holt said, but
the computer listed only the first
time each Was submitted. That
meant “Timber Wolf” might
have been submitted many
times, but the computer rejected
any submission after Pleffer-
korn's, Roth said.

About 340 entries featured
some form of the word “wood,”
including Woody Bully, Wacky
Woody, Wild and Woody, Wood
You Dare, the Wood in Only,
Wooden Windjammer, Wood-a-
Rama and Wonder Wood.

ng( needs name for ride;
contest is now under way

Worlds of Fun has an-
nounced =trxt=the $3 milllon
giant wooden roller coaster is
currently under construction
on a seven-acre tract in the
Americana section of the
park.

According to Worlds of
Fun/Oceans of Fun general
manager John 5. Hudacek,
the 4,230 ft. wooden coaster
represents one of the largest
expansion projects in Worlds
of Fun's 17-year history. The
public is being invited to par-
ticipate in a naming contest
to determine tue name of the
new coaster,

Specially-designed for
Worlds of Fun by Curtis D.
Summers, Inc. of Cincinnati,
Ohio, the coaster utilizes the
natural terrain of the site.
The 2i.minute ride features
a combination of thrilling
tlements including a 95-foot
drop and two complete circles

within a 120-foot helix.

The new ride's completion
date is set for Worlds of Fun's
opening day, April 1, 1958,
Presently the coaster is near-
ly 30 percent complete. Ac-
cording to its bullders,
Charles Dinn Corp, Cincin-
nati, the superstructure will
be comprised of 680,000 board
feet of lumber, 15 tons of
nails, 80,000 bolts and 1,200
concrete piers.

The coaster has an hourly
capacity of 1,200 guests and
increases the total land de-
velopment of 140 acres,

Park officials announced
the ride name would be
selected via a public naming
contest. Those persons inter-
ested in the naming contest
may complete an entry form
available at participating JC
Panney stores in the Kansas
City area or mall a 3Ix5
postcard with the entrant's

name, address, city, state, zip
code, residence and business
phone, signature and sug-
gested roller coaster name
to: Worlds of Fun Coaster
Contest, P.O. Box 7568, Kan-
sas City, Mo. 64116.

The winner will receive
four round-trip airline tickets
to anywhere Braniff Airlines
flies in the continental United
States, $1,000 cash, a 1988
Worlds of Fun Family Season
Passport for four, a 33-
volumn set of Encyciope:dias
from Encyclopaedia Britan-
nica, a commemorative pla-
que bearing the winning con-
testant’s name placed al the
roller coaster site and a seat
on the inaugural coaster ride,
All entries must be received
or postmarked by Friday,
Dec.9.

For more information, call
the Worlds of Fun phone at
454-4444.
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THE HIGHEST BOARD is placed 100 feet above rently under construction at Worlds of Fun. The $3
the ground on the giant wooden roller coaster cur-

million ride is scheduled to open April 1.

Park to feature wooden roller coaster

The giant wooden roller coaster
under construction at Kansas City's
Worlds of Fun reached its highest
point recently when the last wooden
plank was placed 100 feet above the
ground atop its 25 degree lift.

From this highest point, passen-
gers will plummet 95 feet toward the
earth at 53 mph, experiencing a
G-force of 2.85.

The 3 million coaster is scheduled
to open April 1 when the park begins
its 17th season.

The 2% -minute coaster ride was
designed exclusively for Worlds of
Fun by Curtis D. Smmers Inc. of
Cincinnati.

Dinn Construction of Cinethpati is

building the neéw ride. Charlie Dinn,
company owner and builder of coas-
ters for 25 years, said constructing a
wooden coaster is a demanding job.

“It's heavy, tedious, hard waerk,”
Dinn said. “But ultimately, the chal-
lenge of the construction will pale in
comparison to the intensity of the
ride experience.”

The construction crew, comprised
of about 40 people, began by survey-
ing the site in September, Working
six days a week, nine hours a day,
workers have finished two-thirds of
the ride. When complete, the coaster
will be comprised of 15 tons of nails,
80,000 bolts and 680,000 hoard fost of

lumber.

According to Sonny Harris, Worlds
of Fun director of maintenance and
construction, ride construction is on
schedule, e

The coaster name ‘will be thosen
fom the publie “nam@the-coaster”
contest which concluded Dec. 9 with
9,810 entries. More than 7,000 undu-
plicated entries filled 173 single-
spaced computer-printed pages. Ac-
cording to John 8. Hudacek, general
manager of Worlds of Fun-Oceans of
Fun, the response exceeded their
greatest expectations.

Park officials are in the process of
selecting the winning name which
will be announced next month.
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.oaster construction qg

Construction crews climb sky-High to complete “Timber
Yolf,”" the giant wooden roller coaster being built at Worlds of
"un in Kansas City, Mo. The construction workers are shown
ompleting the final section of handrail, which will encompass
he 4,230 feet of wooden track. The track itself is comprised of
even layers of one and a half-inch thick wooden boards
verlayed with steel. The $3 million roller coaster is scheduled
) be finished when the park opens its 17th season on April 1.
Photo courtesy Worlds of Fun)
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The highest bent Is placed 100 feet above
the ground on the glant wooden roller
coaster structure currently under con-

December 30,

1988
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struction at Worlds of Fun. The $3 million

Coaster climbs to new heights

The giant wooden roller coaster
structure under construction at
Kansas City's Worlds of- Fun
reached its highest pomt recently
when the last wooden plank was
placed 100 feet above the ground.

From this point, passengers will
plummet 95 feet toward the earth at
53 mph.

The %3 million coaster is sche-
duled to open April 1 when the
park begins its 17th season.

The ride, desigpedpy Curtis D.

Summers, Inc., Cincinnati, com-
bines the most thrilling and classic
clements of the greatest roller coas-
ters ever built. The 2)4 minute
journey will feature a combination
of breath-taking elements Lo create
the most intense ride experience.

WHEN COMPLETE, the
coaster will be comprised of 15
tons of nails, 80,000 bolis and
620,000 board feet of lumber.

Thet8abter name will be chosen
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ride features a combination ef thrilling ele-
ments, Including sharp-banking turns
intertwined In the glant wooden structure.

from the public ‘‘name-the-
coaster’’ contest, which concluded
on Dec, 9 with 9,810 entries. *“The
public response was magnificent,”
said John S. Hudacek, general
manager of Worlds of Fun/Oceans
of Fun.

“The overwhelming number of
peoplc participating is proof posi-
tive that people from throughout
the Midwest arc as enthusiastic as
we are about this wooden coaster.”'
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Worlds of Fun hopes new ride will be ticket to attendance boost

By Scott Hettrick

siall writer
orlds of Fun officials
w.'ire hoping the new gi-
ant wooden roller

coaster, Timber Wolf, will help
draw as many people to the
park this summer as the Orient
Express roller coaster did
when it opened in 1980.

That year, attendance
jumped 8 percent, to an all-
time high of more than 1.4
million visitors—a record that
still stands. :

Park attendance for 1988
was 1.2 million, down more

than 100,000 guests from 1987,

Susan Miller, public rela-
tions supervisor, said rainy
spring weekends and the sum-
mer drought were responsible
for the decline in guests.

The Kansas City, North,
amusement rk draws about
60 percent of its business from
outside the metropolitan area.
Miller said that since  the
drought affected the farm“in-
dustry, it ultimately had an
impact on the number of visi-
tors from rural areas.

Conversely, Oceans of Fun,
Worlds of Fun's sister amuse-
ment park, had its best year

ever in 1988, drawing more
than 300,000 customers.

The Timber Wolf, a 4,230-
foot-long, 2%-minute ride,
already has drawn public re-
sponse, at least from roller
coaster aficionados.

The American Coaster En-
thusiasts of Chicago will hold
their annual conference at the
park in May, Miller said.

The Timber Wolf, in the
park's Americana section, will
cost $3 million, compared with
$4 million pricetag for the Ori-
ent Express. Miller said the
new ride was cheaper because
it is made of wood.
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But the addition of a major
new attraction every four or
five years does not always
mean there is a significant
increase in park attendance. In
fact, attendance decreased in
1984 when The Fury of the
Nile, a water ride, was built.

“We don't expect to get to
the 1980 figures," Miller said.

But Worlds of Fun officials
expect at least a § to 8 percent
increase over last year, she
said.

Worlds of Fun enjoys an 80
percent visitor-return rate,
which Miller describes as “one
of the highest rates of any park

in the nation."

She said decisions concern-
ing. what rides to offer are
based on the age of visitors.

While teen-agers are the
“strongest market, they just
aren't out there in great num-
bers,” Miller said.

She said park officials try to
tailor most of their rides and
attractions to things in which
every member of the family
can participate.

“We need to make sure we
add the right attraction," Mill-
er said.

Oceans; Worlds of Fun offer all typés!of'Chills!'spills; thrills

By The Star’s stafl

et fun or dry fun.
w Thrills or spills.
Those are the basic

choices offered by Worlds of
Fun and Oceans of Fun—two
adjacent theme parks that form
a family entertainment com-
plex covering more than 225
acres on Interstate 435 in Kan-
sas City, North.

Worlds of Fun offers more
than 130 rides, shows and at-
tractions, such as the Orient
Express, Viking Voyager and
Fury of the Nile rides and a 5-
acre children's section called
Pandamonium. This year a
4,230-foot wooden roller coast-
er, The Timber Wolf, is being
added to the American section.

Oceans of Fun features water
slides, a wave pool and a swim-
up bar for adults.

This is the 17th year of opera-
tion for Worlds of Fun, which
more than 20 million visitors
have visited. The -8-year-old
Oceans of Fun had its 2 mil-
lionth visitor last season,

Worlds of Fun also has a
schedule of top-name entertain-
ers who perform in the Forum
Amphitheatre, an outdoor the-
ater that can accommodate
4,500 persons. Standard admis-
sion to these and other shows is
$2 (tax included).

Visitors to both parks buy
daily passports that entitle
themn to take advantage of all
rides, shows and attractions.

This year, a single day will
cost $17.95 (plus tax) at Worlds
of Fun and $12.95 (plus tax) at
Oceans of Fun.

For $24.95 (plus tax) visitors
can buy a combination two-day
passport that offers them a full

day at each facility (within a
four-day period):

Season passports cost $45.95
(plus tax) at Worlds of Fun and
$35.95 plus tax at Oceans of
Fun.

A combination season pass-
port for both parks costs $81.90,
Prices are subject to change.

Children 3 years old and
younger are admitted free.

Parking is $3 a vehicle, but
there is no charge to park a bus.

In the spring and fall, Worlds
of Fun is open only on week-
ends, but the two parks are open
every day through the summer.
Oceans of Fun begins its season
in late May. Both parks open
daily at 10 a.m.

For more information about
passport prices and park hours
at Worlds of Fun, call 454-4444,
For information on Oceans of
Fun, call 459-WAVE.

.
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(file photo)

Roller coasters and more can be found at Worlds of Fun,




The highest bent is placed 100 feet above the grul{nd on
the giant wooden roller coaster under construction at
Worlds of Fun.

Worlds of Fun Builds Giant
Wooden Roller Coaster Framework

KANSAS CITY — The glant wooden
roller coaster structure under con-
struction at Kansas City's Worlds of
Fun reached its highest point recently
when the last wooden plank was plac-
ed 100 feet above the ground atop Its
25 degree lift. From this highest point,
passengers will plummet 95 feet
toward the earth at 53 mph, experien-
cing a G-force of +2.85.

The %2 million coaster, one of
Worlds of Fun's most ambitious ex-
pansions ever, is scheduled to open
April 1, 1989, when the park begins its
17th season.

The coaster ride, designed ex-
clusively for Worlds of Fun by Curtls
D. Summers Inc., of Cincinnati, Ohlo,
combines the most thrilling and
classic elements of the greatest roller
coasters ever bullt. The two and a half
minute journey will feature a com-
bination of breath-taking elements to
create the most intense ride ex-
perience achievable,

Dinn Construction, of Cincinnatl,
Ohlo, selected for its world-renowned
wooden coaster expertise, is the
builder of the new ride. According to
Charlie Dinn, company owner and
builder of coasters for 25 years, con-
structing a wooden coaster i3 a
demanding job. “It's heavy, tedious,
hard work,” sald Dinn. *“But

‘ultimately, the challenge of the con-

struction will pale'in comparison to
the intensity of the ride experience."
The Dinn Constructlon crew, com-
prised of approximately 40 people,
began by surveying the site in

September. Working six days a week,
nine hours a day, workers have finish-
ed two-thirds of the ride already.
When complete, the coaster will be
comprised of 15 tons of nails, 80,000
bolts and 680,000 board feet of Ium ber.

According to Sonny Harrls, Worlds
of Fun director of maintenance and
construction, ride construction Is on
schedule. “We are extremely pleased
with the progress of the coaster,"
stated Harrls. “"The mild weather and
the expertise of Dinn Construction
have kept us right on schedule to open
the coaster next April."”

The coaster name will be chosen
from the public “name-the-coaster”
contest which concluded on Dec. 4
with 9,810 entries. Over 7,000 un-
duplicated entries filled 173 single-
spaced computer-printed pages. Ac-
cording to John S. Hudacek, general
manager of Worlds of Fun/QOceans of
Fun, the response exceeded their
greatest expectations. “The public
response was magnificent,” com-
mented Hudacek. “The overwhelm-
ing number of people participating is
proof positive that people from
throughout the Midwest are as en-
thusiastic as we are about this
wooden coaster.""

Park officials are in the process of
selecting the winaing name to be an-
nounced next month,

Worlds of Fun is located at [-435, ex-

it 54. For more coaster fninrmatian

call the Worlds of Fun phone at (816)
454-4444,
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Roller roller

The ngw Timber Wolf wooden roller coaster at Wurldlp;rnj_ﬂmds long and took 680,000 board feet of lumber. Because they creak and
getting a coat of paint, some landscaping and other finalTouches in  groan, wooden coasters are more frightening than steel ones, and the

Fred BlocherSaall
preparation for its opening on April 1. The roller coaster is 4,230 feet Timber Wolf was designed to maintain the terror every second.
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oden coaster reaches high point

wo-oden roller
cuast,e structure under oocn-
struction at Kansas City
Worlds of Fun reached Its
highest point recently when
the last wooden plank was
placed 100 feet above the
ground atop its 25 degree lift.
From that point, passen-
gers will plummet 85 feet
toward the earth at 53 mph,
;:;gerlancing a G-force of plus

The $3 milllon coaster, one
of Worlds of Fun's most am-
bitious expansions ever, is

scheduled to open April 1
when the park begins its 17th
season ¢

The caoster ride, designed
exclusively forWorlds of Fun
by Curtis D. Summers Inc. of
Cincinnati, cnmbmas the
most thrilling’ and classic
elements fo the greatest
roller coasters ever built. The
two and a half minute journey
will feature a combination of
breath-taking % elements to
create the t intese ride
experience ar.Me vable,

Dinn Construction Co., Cin-

cinnati, selected for Its
world-renowned wooden
coaster expertise, is the
builder of the new ride. Ac-
cording to Charlie Dinn,
company owner and bullder
of coasters for 25 years, con-
structing a wooden coaster is
a demanding job.

“It's heavy, tedious, hard
work,'' he sald. ‘‘But
ultimately, the challenge of
the construction will pale in
comparison to the intensity of
the ride expericnce.""

The Dinn Construction
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T he highest bent is placed 100 feet above the gmund on the glant wooden mrler coaster
structure currently under construction at Worlds of Fun. From this point the coaster train
will plummet its passengers 95 feet toward tI;e earth at 53 mph. The ne.v coaster features
a combination of thrilling elements including' sharp-banking turns intertwined in the giant
wooden structure, The $3 million ride, one of the park's largest expansions ever, is sched-
uled to open April 1 when the park begins its 17th season.

crew, comprised of about 40
people began by surveying
the site in September. Work-
Ing six days a week, nine
hours a day, workers have
finished two-thirds of the ride
already. - When complete, the

. coaster will be comprised of

16 tons of nails, 80,000 bolts
and 680,000 board feet of

lumber.

According to Sonny Harris,
Worlds of Fun director fo
maintenance and construec-
tion, ride construction Is one
schedule.

The coaster name will be

chosen from the publlc
“name the coster’ contest
which concluded on Dec. 9
with 9,810 entries. More than
7,000 unduplicated entries
filled 173 single-spaced com-
puter-printed pages. The
response exceeded expecta-

tions, John 8. Hudacek,
&nerﬂ man.nger of Worlds/
eans of Fun, said. The

winning name will be an-
nounced next month.

Worlds of Fun is located at
Interstate 435 and 3xit 54. For
more information, call

Worlds of Fun at 4544444,
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Santa’s labor
Dave Simmons of Excelsior Springs, a carpenter Worlds of Fun. Simmons said he showed up for work
employed by the Charles Dinn Corp., gets into the Friday in the yuletide costume to give everyone a

Christmas spirit as he works nn the new roller coaster at  seasonal lift.  (staff photo by Jim McTaggart)
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OM HIGH: The highes! point is placed 100 fest
above the ground on 1he wooden roller coaster
Struciure undér construction al Worlds of Fun
From this point e coaster train will plummet iss
passengers 95 leet toward the earth al 53 mph
The truck, lower righl, draws aliention 1o the enar-
mity of the structura. The 53 millian ride, ane of (ha
park’s largest expansions, is scheduled 1o open
April 1 when the park begins is 1Tih season
Marids of Fun'is a2 inerstate 435, Exit 54, in Kan-
sas City

Coaster construction

=

= e B AT 3 e
A FOREST OF LUMBER i being assembled a1

Kansas City's Worlds

of Fum a8 a giant wooden rolfler coaster takes shape. The coaster reached
its highest polat recently when the last wooden plank was placed 1040 feet

has ups, no

The  wooden roller

COASIEr Mneciure under con.
saction 81 Kansa City™s

d Worlds of Fun reached it
highest painl recentdy when

the |3t woaden plank was

placed 100 leet above the
ground amp ns 25-degres

Bl

Fraem this highest point.
passengers will plammet 73
feet wward the eanh o 51
mph.

The £3 million coasier.
one aof Worlds of Fun's
most ambuious expansiont,
is schedaled o open Apel |
ahen fhe park Beping s
I Tth teaxon,

The coxseer nide was
cesigned for Worlds of Fan
by Curizs D, Summen Ine
ol Cincinnai. The 1%-min-
wie journey will fealure a
combination of breathiaking
elemenis b crease the mosi

ntense  rde  eaperience
schvable,
Dwnn Comswruction  of

Cingimnati, selecied fTor s
wisnden Coasler expertise, is
the  bailder. According 0
Charlie.  Ddnna, - - company
waner  and  buhler ol

agiers for 25 wears, gon
sWUEHiAg @ wooden coadber
= a cemanding job
heavy, tedesoams. hard
wirk,” Dena sasd. “But ul-
tmately, e challenge of
the coastruction will pale in
comparison 1o the imensity
of 1he ride experience.”

The Dun  Consifecison
crew, comprised of ap-
proximaiely 40 people,

downs

Accotding w Sonmy Har-
ris, Worlds of Fun darecior
of mainenance and cos-
struction, mde constMoction
i o schedule.

"We are extremely
pleased with the progress of
the coaseer,” Hams said
“The milkdsr westher and
the expentise of Dinn Con-
struction have kepl us right
on schedule ‘to open the
coaster next April.”

The coaster name will be
chosen from the public
“mame-the-LOatter”  coatest
which concluded Dec. ¢
with 9810 entries. Mone
tham 7000  undeplicaied
entries (illed 173 single-
spaced  compuler-printed
pages. According 1o Johe 5.
Hudscek, general manger of
Wiorlds Fun'Oceans of
Fuan. the response saceeded

natinag.
wi officials are in the
peocess of  seleciing  the
winning name 10 be an-
nounced next manth

above the pround. Fram that point the coaster traim will plunge its
passengers 95 feel lowards earth a8 53 miles per bour. The $3 million
ride, ooe of the park’s largess expansions ever undertaken, ks scheduled to

open April I, 1989, when the park begins its 17th season.

REBRASKA CITY NEWS-PRESS
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December 29, 1988

Wooden coaster tops-out

The gidnt wooden roller coaster Seontest which concluded om De-
fructuse under construction at cember 9 with 9,810 entrics, Over
Kansas C:trl's Worlds of Fun 7,000 unduplicated entrics filled
reached i highest point recently 173 single-spaced  computer-
when the last wooden plank was  printed papges,
placed 100 Teer above the ground Park officials are in the process
alop its 25 degree Jift. From this  of selecting the winning name to be
highest point, passengers will anmounced next month,
plummet 95 feet toward the earth 31
33 mph, experiencing a G-force of

+1.8 =

The 33 million dollar coaster,
one of Worlds of Fun's most ambi-
lious expansions ever, is scheduled
waapen Apeil 1, 1989 when the park
begine its 17th season, ]

The coaster ride, designed ex- |
clusively for Worlds of Fun by |
Curtis D, Summers, Inc, of Cincin- |
nati, Ohia, combines the most thrill- |
ing and classic clemeats of ke
greatest roller coasters ever buily,

Dinn Coastroction of Cincin-
nati, Ohio, sebected for its world-
renowned wooden coasier exper-
tige, i3 the builder of the new ride.
According 1o Charlie Dinn, com-
pany owner and builder of coasters
foe 25 years, constracting a wooden
coasier is a demanding job.

began by turveying the it
in Seplember. Working sin
days a week, nine hours a
day, workens have fimished
reg-thirds of the ride. When
complete, the coaster will
he pomprised of 15 was of
nals,  B0000  balis © and
0 Baard feet of lum

The Dinn Congiruction crew,
comprited of approximaiely 40
people, Began by surveying the sie
in Scptember. Working six days a
week, ning hours a day, warkers
have lingshed two-thirds of the ride

When complete, the
will becompriscdof 151

gl Feet of Bumher

ef name wll

The highest bent i placed 100 fee: above the pround or the gian:
wopden roller coaster siructure currendly weder [on
Weorlds of Fun, From this poini the cogsier irain wil
passengers 93 feer towards the earth ot 33 mph. The new
featurer o combination of theilling elemears including sharp-
rirag inrertwined in the pigal wooder siruciure, The 53 m
ride. oné of the park's largest expansions ever, it soheduled
aen April I, 1959 when the park beging ity 171k
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The Wolf man

Amiable designer is an expert

By Ward W, Triplete I1I
W% BN $ABMESMENE wrker

urtis [ Summers shakes
peaple up for a living.
Summers runs an engi-
neering and architectural firm in
Cincinnati, and
bhe has worked
on his share of
office buildings,
schools and
banks. He even
designed the
College Foot-
ball Hall of
Fame building -
in Ohis. g'urhs D

Byt before <UTNTIErS
and around all that, Summers, a
1951 graduate of Kansas State
University in Manhattan, designs
reller coasters.

“I didn't even kmow what an
amusement park was in those
days,” sald Summers, who was
born in Sedan, Kan. and grew up
in Abilene.

“In fact, in 1955, when [ was on
active duty in the Navy, they sent
me to Civil Engineers school in
Los Angeles. My uncle out there
calls me up and says 'Curt, there's
a new park called Disneyland
opening up. do vou wanna go?' |
said sure, but | didn't even know
what he was talking about "

Summers’ company specializes
in wooden coasters, although he
has designed whole amusement
parks.

“I will not downgrade steel
coasters. I's like comparing a
Mercedes to a Porsche,” Sum-
mers said. “It's just a different
ride, and they both have a lot Lo
offer. But I like the nostalgia and
the feel of a wood coaster.”

It's also good business, Sum-
mers said parks could get more
“bang for their buck™ from wood-
en coasters because they can be
built to specifications, A steel ride
would be manufactured in a facto-|
ry, and the park has to take what
it gels,

Summers was able (o use the
vneven lerrain of the Timber Woll
site to build in the many dips the
park requested. He was also able
Lo design his [irst reverse helix,
and route the tracks just enough
for the ride to weave ﬂarnugh
itsell. He's also proud of the life,
which was built on the highest
point available.

Summers tock a job with an
architectural firm in Cincinnati
right after college and happened
Lo get assigned a structural engi-
neering job on that city's old Con-
ey Island park. He impressed the
developers of a replacement park,
Kings Island, and they hired
Summers after his stint in the
Mavy to help that project. Sum-
mers still designs yearly additions

Lo the park.

He has since designed amuse-
ment parks in Richmond, Va.:
Kings Mill, Ohio; Elgin, IIl; and
Charlotte, N.C. This year, a park
of his design will open in Pakis-
tan, and he is working owt ar-
rangements to do-one in China.

As far as individual rides go,
Summers sald computer techpolo-
gy had made his job casier. When

e started working on coasters in
1860, it took a crew of 10 six
months to complete a working
geugn. Now, assistant Dennis

tarkey programs a computer {o
calculate a.nld"matrh d!grl;uﬁ and
speeds for the safest possible ride.
Projects of Timber Wolf's size
now take four people 2% to 3
maonths,

Summers, who is 80, doesa’t
pass up a chance o ride one of his
own creations,

"I think in the building-design
profession, you can have this two-
dimensional picture in your mind
of what the final product will look
like, but it still amazes you when
it appears in the flesh,” he said.
“When [ ride (the Timber Wolf),
I'm going to be telling myself, ‘So
this iz how that particular curve
feals.’ ™

Builder Charles Dinn, who has
worked with Summers on six oth-
er coasters, s proudest of thiz
latest monster. As a brisk wind
zipped through the wnfinished
quede house last week, Dinn was
smiling with each succesful test
run and the ecsiatic reactions of
test riders.

“This is one impressive looking
roller coaster,” said Dinn, whose
company also put up a wooden
coaster in Allentown, Pa., this
year. “When you leave here (the
queue house), that's a really great
view, The one in (Allentown) is a
1ot like this one, but this one's
better,"”

Worlds of Fun began running
sandbag tests on Timber Wolf
‘three weeks ago. And while other
JSides were run about an hour a
day for employee training, the
Wall underwent four to six hours
of tests a day. Dinn and park
supervisor Sonny Harris were lis-
tening for the slightest unusual
sounds but could find little wrong
on this day.

Harris thought enough of the
Woll to fovite his 16-year-old
grandson, Jeff Whitsell, up from
Odessa, Texas, to try it oot Jeff
was one of several people riding
up to five times an hour.

"I thought it was better than the
Orient Express,” Jeff said. “The
first time you come up a hill, vou
Just come off your seat. I've pever
been on @ wooden roller coaster
before, and it's better because you
get the sound of wood and the
speed, IUs just more exciting.”



Photo courtesy Worlds of

T‘;mber WOH:' Worlds of Fun's new 83 million woo

roller coaster, Timber WolIl, was let loose on April 1, 1989 when
park opened its 17th season. The 4,230-foot coaster takes riders uj
53 mph while they experience a 953-foot drop, hairpin turns and
unusual 5S60-degree helix. Riders can experience Timber W
weekends through May 21, Daily operation begins on May
Worlds of Fun is located on [-435 at exit 54 in Kansas City, Mo,

By Christopher Hines
Of The Examiner

It climbs to a height of 100 feet and,
cracking and swaying, plunges the
rider into the pasl at speeds in excess
of 50 mph.

It was out of a sense of nostalgia
that officials at Worlds of Fun decid-
ed to contstruct the amusement
park's first wooden roller coaster,
the Timber Wolf, said John Hudacek,
the park's genral manager,

“This was a great opportunity to
provide a thrill that only an
American wood roller coaster can
provide,”" he said. "“The click-it-clack
sound of the steel wheels against the
wood rail, combined with the natural
sway of the wood and the exhilirating
speed give you that out-of-control
feeling."

The park unveiled its newest,
$3 million attraction Friday.
Building it required 1,200 concrete
piers, 15 tons of nails, 80,000 bolts and
680,000 board feet of lumber.,

Hudacek said the Timber Wolf paid
tribute to that which spurred the
development of the amusement park,
the wooden roller coaster.

The roller coaster's designer, Cur-
tis Summers, a Kansas native, says
the Timber Wolf is his 17th wooden

INDEPENDENCE
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‘Out of control feeling’ provided
by Worlds of Fun’s newest ride

roller coaster, and he's been design-
ing them for the past 25 years.

“The wood has a nostalgia for the
olden days,' he said. “The wood does
give more of a sensation that steel
doesn't offer; it's not so smooth.”

Over the screams and clickety-
clack sound from the cars as they
zoomed, curved and plummeted,
Summers said, “The great thrill to-
day is to see a lot of people having
fun. It's something that has gone
from mind to paper and then has
been built."

A member of American Coaster
Enthusiasts, Jan Kiser of Olathe,
Kan., said she intends to ride the
Timber Wolf a thousand times by the
end of this year's season and
describes it as one of the best mlller
coasters she's ever ridden. Kiser
says she has riden 102 roller coasters
around the world, including 48

wooden ones.

“It’s the anticipation you get," she
said. **You feel less restrained in a
wood roller coaster."

Kizser described Coaster En-
thusiasts as a fun group that likes to
travel to different parts of the coun-
try and the world to ride coasters and
judge a thrill.

“This coaster reminds me of those
great roller coasters of the "30s and

INDEPENDENT
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*40s,” she said. “Those were thi
greatest coasters ever built."

She said Timber Wolf was full o
surprises that fulfilled all her expec
tations.

“You think you're going one wa)
and it jerks you the other way," sh
said. “*And it spirals up and instead o!
down."

Summers said he used compuler:
to aid in the design of the Timbe:
Wolf and combine his experiences i
the construction of previous wooder
roller coasters. This allowed him
take the design to limits never befor
considered possible.

*In the actual operation, wood is :
very forgivable material...”" h
said. “The beauty of wood is thal it i
more adaptable.

The Timber Wolf takes the rider o
a two and a half minute course tha
includes speeds of 53 mph, a 95-foc
plummet at 50 degrees at a G-force ¢
more than 2.85. Cresting hills an
valleys, the train speeds through th
wood structure, then races throug
the helix at a speed of 44 mph wher
twice it spirals through a 120-foc
loop while banking severely to th
right. The front car of the train prc
vides the best view, bul the back ca
snaps its unsuspecting passenger
high into the air.



Timber Wolf makes
“howling debut”

By Brad Dedchler
Timber Wedl] That's ibe rame of
the Rewesl ride al Werldy of Fun, and mile i length (4,330 feet to be exnct)
what a ride it is, TimberWoil s one of Feaches speeds of op to 53 miles per
ihe United States’ largest wooden hour. However, Lhe apeed is ‘mot ns

The roller coaster, which is nearly a

roller coasters, hard 1o deal with as is the maximum

BOINER SPRINGS-EDWARDSVILLE CHIEFTATN
[BONNER SPRINGS, HANSAS)
hepil 6. 1989

G-{orce of the ride, which (s phas 285
Far part of the ride your face is push-
ed inta strange confortbons that ealy &
mother could love

The ride beging with a slow xscent
teward a 100-fool Kill, Hewever, once
the roller coaster larns the comner al
Iha top ol the kil 475 tome o keng on
ler your life becsuse there's no slow-
ing down antil ibe ride cruses 15 an
end almosl two misales taler.

The ride |3 designed so that (he
ridder is thrown pirbegne pormdically
A seal bell hiolds e rider down, bal
there is enough speed gemerated by
ke redler coxster 1o allow passengers
1o be Uhrown {rem thelr seals aboat 10
inches on certain peaks, (Same of the
hinmer passengers, mysell included,
had a few close calls where |8 looked
as if we might be leaving our cars
complebely. )

The ridér 13, of course, tocked safe-
Iy into his car and it did nol appear
ihal there waa ARy way 4 perioa coubd
a¢taslly be theown from his car, but

'ibe rider could easily come away

Irom the ride wilh Chal sispresisen

The rolber coaster {5 an improssive
sight, hawing been desigeed by a
eeknowndd leader in the lield of roller
coasters. The entire oot of the new
ride |3 sboul ¥ millon, and fhe
enasler conlains. 1,200 concrele plers,
15 bona of nsits, 63,000 bolls and 630 000
Boaard feef of hembser, all sltuated on
SEVER SRS

The capacily of 1he fiede i 24 riders
In Ehe six cars, s e rofler coasber
circles the entire roule |, 50 Lmes prer
day.

Fellowing 8 n deseriplion of the
rile previded by Worlds of Fus: The
T% mimbe journcy begen s e
coasier brakn inkes by passengers oul
il ihe siatEon for & 2 degiee el o
Thissi frne @
els W Fev

e

TIMBER WOLF — The new Timber Wall
wooden roligr coaster al Worlds of Fun is

toward the earth at 30 degrees and 53
mibet per hour allowing the rider 1o
aperiende & phus 38§ O-foree,

Suddenly the train lilis Qs
passengers upward for a nesr
negative G-force of &1, then slams in
foa Bagh basking curve Lo the lel, and
Jboomns downward ab speeds reaching
4% milbes per hour, prd & G-force prak.
e ot plus 2.73

Creating hills and valleya, the irain
sponds throiggh the awesome woaden
Elmuciare, (bes races inlo the helix a1
a specd of W mides per hour, where
twice W spirals through a 120 fod T
white banking severely tu the right

The tram dives out of the belis ol
wprrnd ool 48 miles per bsar with 5 s
24 Gideree, Aravels ikhrough The

wimalem streciure insln o cin ol
shusrp cwrves before enlberimg a T
pim e pild o 180 dlegree Larn bhal

i

ull Bhee Tailst Woll o fimn
viat, Dl tniie- aot Vi sk

AL

shown In tha above pholo. The roller coaster

o5t 3 million te construst, snd it is almost &
mile in length,
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Thrilling ride. . .
Cindy ..orton and Mike Rood get the thrill of their lives while riding the new wooden roller

coaster at Worlds of Fun Friday. The coaster, titled Timber Wolf, is constructed of 4,230 feet
of wooden track and Teatures a combination of the most thrilling elements available in coaster

dES_*'Qn including a 95-foot drop, two complete high banking circular tracks within a 120-foot
helix, and a bow tie formation of three crossovers through the giant structure. Timber Wolf

made its debut Saturday when the park opened for the summer season. Hours are from 10
a.m. to 7 p.m. daily.

Worlds of Fun dedicates new ride

V\ nsas City's Worlds of Fun dedi-
cated the Timber Wolf, a $3 million,
giant wooden roller coaster, on Satur-
day, April 1, the opening day of the
park.

The Timber Wolf is Worlds of Fun
longest roller coaster and represents
one of the largest expansions in the
Kansas City park’s history. The
4,230-foot ride fcatures a combina-
tion of thrilling clements including a
95-foot drop, speeds of 53 mph, hair-
pin curves and an unusual 560-degree
helix,

Opening day comments about the
Timber Wolf range from “awesome,”
to “breathtaking,” 1o “the scariest ride
I've cver been on.” One local coaster
enthusiast, who claims to have ridden

KEARNEY
(KEARNEY ,
April

13,

over 100 different coasters, rated the
Timber Wolf as one of the most excit-
ing he's ever experienced.

Other opening day activities in-
cluded a parade; a launch of giant
helium balloons carrying 10 cenifi-
cates for free season passporis 1o
Worlds of Fun; and a ribbon-cutting
by Jack Steadman, chairman of
Worlds of Fun/Oceans of Fun and
Mark Plefferkom of Kansas City,
Mo., who submitted the winning en-
try, Timber Woll, in a “name the
coaster” contest.

Worlds of Fun, entering its 17th
scason, has entertained over 20 mil-
lion guests since the park opened in
1973,

COURIER
MISSOURT )
1589



The Timber Wolf, Worlds of Fun's new coaster, con-
structed of wood, is the park's newest addition for thrill ad-
dicts.

Park dedicates new coaster

Kansas City's Worlds of Fun
amusement park dedicated the
Timber Wolf, a $3 million, giant
wooden roller coaster April 1, the
opening day of the park this
year.

The new coaster is the park's
longest roller coaster, and
represents one of the largest
expansions in the park’s history.
Park officials said the 4230-foot
ride features a combination of

THE
(KANSAS

thrilling elements including a 95-
foot drop, speeds of 53 miles per
hour, hairpin curves and an
unusual 560-degree helix.

Worlds of Fun, entering its 17th
season, has entertained more
than 20 million guests since the
park opened in 1973.

"-'r’urﬁis of Fun will be open
weekends through May 21. Daily
operations begin May 27. The
park is located on 1-435 at exit 54
in Kansas City, Mo,

KANSAN
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New ride dedicated; 17th season begins

Worlds _of Fun dedicated
the Timber Wi, a $3 million,
glant wooden roller coaster
on Saturday, April 1, the
opening day of the park,

The Timber Woll is Worlds
of Fun’s longest roller coaster
and represents one of the
largest expansions in the
ilansas City park's history,
The 4,230-foot ride features a
1anlh|:s;L1|n|1 of thrilling ele.
ments

Opening day comments
about the Timber Wolf ranged

from ‘‘awesome,
"breathtaklng, to Lhe
scariest ride I've ever been
on,” One local coaster en-
thusiast, who claims to have
ridden more than 100 dif-
ferent coasters, rated the
Timber Wolf as one of the
most exciting he's ever expe-
rienced.

Other opening day activi-
ties included a parade; a
launch of glant helium
balloons ecarrying 10 certifi-
cates for free season pass.

ports t::r Worlds of Fun; and a
ribbon-.cutting by Jack
Steadman, chairman of
Worlds of Fun/Oceans of Fun,
and Mark Pfefferkorn of
Karsas City, Mo., who sub.
mitted the winmng entry,
Timber Wolf, in a '"'name-
the-coaster” contest.

“Since Waorlds of Fun open-
ed in 1973, nearly £50 million
has been reinvested into the
park, almost tripling the ini-
tial Investment,"” Worlds of
Fun president Lee Derrough

said a.l the dedication cere-
mony. “We are delighted that
both Lamar Hunt and Jack
Steadman have maintained a
strong reinvestment philoso-
phy, evident in the Timber
Wolf.""

Worlds of Fun, entering its
17th season, has entertained
more than 2.{: million guests
since the park opened in 1973,

Waorlds of Fun will be open
weekends through May 21
Daily operations begin Satur-
day, May 27. The park is

located on 1-435 at exit 54 in
Kansas City, Mo.



Worlds of Fun awaits the howls of response to Timber Wolf

Ry Ward W. Triplett [II

B S SRR wr

arlds of Fen officials are

projecting a turnout of

6,000 when the iheme
sark officially opera Ita 17th sea-
son on Saturday. They expect
mesi of these people to hike lo
the Americana section, where the
new Timber Woll awaits, (See
the review on Pages 18-150.)

{The park will be open far a
preview fram § to 10 p.m. today
as part of & promotional event
Jnmnrtd by radio slations

YY5FM and WDAF-AM, Onl
1,500 people will be admitt
tickets cost §10 at CATS nl.ﬂ.lm
foday or at the gate tonight.
Parts of ke Orfental, Bicentenni-
al and Americamna sections will
be open, as well as some rides,
inelisding Timber Woll)

Call it daring. call it a chal-
tenge, or call it jusi stupid, but
people will wait in loag lines for
a chance fo gel rocked aboard a
roller, Those too timid, mervous
or sane fo ride it will bend their
necks to watch it twist and shake
ithe brave,

50 geiting people 1o the ride
once they get to park Ba't going
fo be that hard. But as the sum-
mer beat rises and families from
across the Midwest fall into va-
cation mode, Warlds of Fun is
banking on the Woll o pull more
people to their 230 acres in Kan-
sa8 City, North.

“The reller coaster gives us a
lat of opilons we have never had
before,” sald J. David Holt,
corporate director of marketing
for the Hent Corp., which oper-
ales Worlds of Fun

Oplions such as this: Any new
ride would appeal 1o the yoang,
and the wargel market of the
Timber Woll is the 14-to-24 age
group. Hut the park thinks this
new ride also might appeal to
clder people who would otber-
wise attend oaly if escorting chil-
dren

“We could ‘have promoted it
strictly on nestalgia,” Holt sald.
“The older coasters were all
wood, and jt's a [act that most
people do not lorget the roller
coaster they grew ap with,”

Bul a wheole group of yoang
adults grew up after wooden
coasters gave way o sieel ones
Normally, Worlds of Fun figures
that people between college age
and parenthood aren't likely to
consider an amesement pll'{ as
&n enteriainment vehicle, Now
they can iry & pew klod of ride
they haven't been on before.

T?ht Hunt Corp. invested more
than §3 million in the Timber
Woll and la speading about 2.5
million to make sure all kinds of
people know abowt 1L

On  Wedpeaday, blllboards
were revealed that had boen
partly covered since March 13,
They warn of & Timber Walf
lerse in the vicknity, a3 do the ads
on televinion and radio thal bave
been runeing since March 1%

“There is the
perception of
danger and
fear, and that
is a unique part
of wooden
roller coasters.
A lot of people
love to
challenge and
overcome that
fear.'"

=J. David Holl of the
Hunt Carp.

On Monday. the TV commer-

cials will chamge. Instead of
howling. you'll hear the physical
sounds of a roller coaster, Those
tlﬁ will rin throughout the sum-
Dsraduall,_v including quick
snm the coaster in action,

“The (marketing) stralegy is
based very much on the same
kind of attractivencss and inter-
esi that & harror movie holds far
a lat al people” Holt said
“There is the perception of dan-
ger and fear, and that i3 a unigue
part of wooden roller coasters.™

it's actually a very safe, very
sophisticated ride, Holt zaid, but
“that fear i3 there becanse of the
raitling and because the struc-
fture moves a little bit. A lot of
people love to challenge and
cvercome that fear.™

The recogrition campaign
starfied with the naming contest
last December. Production costs
for the carly ads came fo about
3130800, much of which was
spent of commercials shot at a
small state park in Wisconsin
waing two trained wolves {lown in
from Loz Angeles. They were
real expensive pupples, costing
aboat $10,000 for two days work.

"l remember that evervbody
was exiremely cold except the
walves,” Haolt said “They loved
it But what we ended up with
was worth every dime. "

Holt said 49 percent of the
park’s besiness came from oul-
side the metropolitan area. Usa-
ally out-of-town . advertising
doesn't glart wuntil June, when
[amilies are more likely to trav-
el. However, patential cusiomers
in a target market triangle
marked by Cmaba, Neb, Wichi-
ta, Kan., and Dea Moines, [owa,
will start seelng Timber Wal
zpols in mid-April,

But Worlds of Fun officlals are
really piening their bopes on
good weather and enthusiastic
crowds belore Memortal Day.

“It was said In one mecting
that the mama of the ride is not
important: I s a good ride,
people will bear about |, and we

could call it the Garbage Can and
peaple would s1ill want to get on
it,” Holt said "Now, no one was
willing to Lake that risk with the
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name. bub it's true that the m
important elemens 13 that peog
like it and tell other people ate
it




Rolling and coasting during Friday lunch hour

Lunch hour wsually ranks right up there as the
favorite part of my day. Last f'\fl-l.:il ‘s, however,
may have gualilied as the best lunch hour {or twa)
of all time.,

| goa 1o ride Timber Wall. Four times.

Timber Woll? Unless you were away from a
television set, radio, newspaper ar billboard the
Il“t :h'l'!th. or so, you're mo dlnlzuht aware Timber

‘oll is the new wooden roller coaster a1t Worlds of
Fun, Never letil be said members of the news
modis are unwilling Lo aceept a free ride. Last
Friday, Warlds of Fun held a "' Private Screaming™
an b_: all of the press, Several hundred in!.lrn.rl.ljsls
and invited guesis were given an opportunity lo ex-
perience (irsi-hand the amusement park's newest
rido. Wha am 1 1o turn down such an opporiunity?
Fu-_n lurich and a roller coaster ride to bogl? Count
mein,

I've boeen fastinated with roller coasters cver
since having the daylights scared out of me during
anighitime ride on o beast known as "““Mister
Twister.” | was 12 or 13 at the time, old enough ta
wveature bevond the realm of tilt-a-whirls,
scramblers and octopi. What better opportenity to
maove up Lo the big time than on Mister Twisier, o
new wooden roller coaster at Denver's Elitch Gar-
dens?

The train’s elimb up Twister's first hill and into
the night sky was scary enough. [ wanted aff.
Please let meoff. And, 1 distinctly recall the
white-knuckle terror | experienced as thal coaster
train plummeted down the first drop, slammed me
back in v Peal on the aext hill and then rocketed
around those turns. Most vividin my mind,
hawever, was when the train unoxpeciedly went
intea turnel sirategically placed over one of
Twister's "double speed curves,' Enveloped by
darkness. screams and the roar of the coaster, 1
thought life as | knew it had ended. What a ride! I
immediately got back in line to experience it
again

alver Friday, I'm convinced Timber Woll ratas
right up there with Twister. I didn’t expertonce the
shoer terror | did on my first-ever roller coaster
ride, sl the pew wooden coaster al Waorlds of Fun
i% a thrill. And that, any roller coaster fan will
agree, is what the ride is all about.

« What helped make Friday's visit to the Timbor
Woll 5o enjoyable was absence of a crowd. 1 hate
standing in line, even for roller coasters. This was
praobably the anly chance I'll ever have to ex-
perience Timber Woll with virtually no wait.

» With the wait at a minlmum, my riding buddy
and [ 100k 1o Timber Woll four times, inclueding ri-
ding in both the front and back seats. My vole goes
for the froat. Nothing beats the view coming off the
It and looking down that naked incline of ﬁu first
drop. My ﬂﬂmﬁlﬂiﬂﬂ opted for the back seat. He
liked the way the rear of the train whipped arcund
CUTVEE,

= Don't let ws roller coaster connolsseurs fool

tou. There's ot & bad seat cn Timber Wall, be it

ront, back or middle.

* A little ‘:;n%rrwn this 35-vear-old kid. [ made
one run on Timber Wolf without halding on. Look,
Ma. no hands!

* I'd heard the Timber Woll track was “rick-
ely.” Wrong. The track liself is rock solid, It's the
ritie thar geis a bitshaky.

= Wi talked o a couple of guvs Friday who
belenged 10 a roller coasier :IUE. ht:—' gave Tim-
ber Woll a ™7 or § on & 10-point scale.” According
to them, that's excellent.

= | gquestioned the wisdom of these so-called
roller coaster experts, They claim to be strictly
wooden coaster fans who wouldn't go oul of their
way lor & steel coaster. Excuovuuse me, Worlds of
Fur's impesing steel coaster. the Orient Express,
is a whale of a ride. Who cares if the track is on
stoel or wood?

= Timber Woll doesn’t have any boop-the-loo
like the Orignt Expross. That doesn’t diminish the
thrill. Unlike the Orient Express, where riders are
pinned to their seats by locking, overhead
restraints, Timber Wolfl offers the simple
“security” of seal belts and a restraining bar. It
m::h: a difference going down that first hill. Hold
on!

= It’s hard 1o compare Timber Woll 1o the Qrient
Expross, They really are two distinctly different
rides. On the whole, I give the edge to the Orient.
Barely. That first deop on Ortent Express is a thril-
ler. and there's virtually no let-up throughout the
ride. Four upside down loops are enough 1o hold
my inlerest

* Timber Woll's best moments are definitely
during the lirst part of the 214-minute ride, The
second hall of Timber Woll is pretty wmma, almost

Write Offs

Steve Habe
Editar

anticlimactic. =
*+ The worst part of Timber Wolf is the taped
recording they Hlay in the waiting arca. It's non-

stop growling, howling and whistling wind, Gets

old in o hurry |
* Timber Woll is located in Worlds of Fun on the
gire that ence wag home of the EXT, The EXT
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roller coaslor i no mare

= lnstructions to Timber Wa
keeping arms and hands inside
vice, Some of those wo b
close to the track.

+ | read a newspaper stor
beautiful view of the Hansas :
seen from the top of Timber Woll's
was looking? My eves were riveled o L

= | like to yell when I'm riding a rol
Don't exactly know why, but I do. On T
however, 1 couldn’t ever force a ‘yel
drogp on the first hill. Seems my heart wa
up in my throat,

= Why did 1 expect this new wodden comst
palnted white? Traditio
ratural wood of Timber W

s [ hope, as should all Kansas Ci
runuiu. that Timber Woll heélps i

ines at the Orbent Express anc
shorter the wail, the beiter
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How
frightening
IS it?
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é&qﬂrﬂr Eddie Moneéy just keeps
.| hanging onand working hard, and
“ |2 hits such a Walk on Water". just

: keep co. ey

8 Marvelous year et
-Ivan Neville didn't need the help of _

his famous father or uncles to have A
the kind of year that makesa '; = ¥
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Thereview: T

By Rill Gaspard

T

What, you may wonder, [s the big deal? This is, after all, just & redler
coaster. Mo, il s o wooden roller coaster, which urme,l}
blazieg across the northern sy,
L'am a sacristan af the woodes coaster and boar wilness bo b
tugeriorily with unwaveriog fealty. !
Tienber Woll —what a gredbaame: — i3 mestled [s the hills of the
Afreficana section at ihe back of the park, an amalgam of wood,
Eails, bolts, concrete and metal rack. Unlike maal wooden
coaers, il bs unpalsied s, thus, somebow more pude.
Waitiag to board one of the twe pew Lraing, you have s fealiag
of deja vy, Thas, you realize, i the obd queve bouse for ihe EXT.
he arnall, feckbess sleel coaster that was forced fo abdicale
113 gremnd lor ils more regal cousin
A glance 1o the lelt as you're chegging wp the 100-5oot 1ift
allows you to Lake in the full borres of the ride that nwalts
you, AL the top of the [, the eity skyline, such as it b,
wits dead shead, If you cam marage &0 “Exorcist-style
wwivel of the head, you can protably see a hall-dozen
wurresssding counties. The first drop=-a peecipitous
¥ feet an 80 mpk —inlerrupls whatever sightseeing

here, rizing above Use horizon is the southwest corner of Worbds
O Fun, sits the behermolk, the Timber Woll. 1t s graceful i is
Ehape and glistening in tee vetting sun, and [ aen trassfized by is

ke & pomed

you had in mind and lifts you slightly off yeer
seal Like a cartoos characier, you seem to hasg

stationary for a moment while the (rain beseath
you iptedi ca

And 50 begins a dazaling, brute voyage along
Tunker Woll's Immaculate track And al-
Ethough the ride will mod end with the promise
of its beginning, there s the maller af hasd 5
lail-approachiag phecw of track thai sppears
10 b sitting on its 33de

Comsng owl of the drop, Lhe coaster rochely
up & hill and hits & kigh, banked curve,
ramming you back in your peal and raiiling
ke braén, Then comes the grand surpeise, &
double doie of G-lovce as ke train careesa
down a Bill end iben sboots thresgh the Lift
supports like a paging river indo a Steop bank
thal Beging & climb up a dosble helix

G-lorce, which alternately piss you to your
sral and makes you feel welghtless, definitely
i samething to be reckoned with oa Timber
Woll. I “caught air”—thal momsent you lose
eomiact with Ihe peat—af beast five times.

::Tbkrr! “ru.m board feel of lumber,
y ot of Lrack, 1,200 concrele 5,
5,000 bodis, 15 tons of mails, a matlmm
spoed of 43 mpd, & maximom G-fores of +2.85
and a nearky 2% -minule ride. 1t was devigned
by Curtia 1. Summeers (vee the accompasying
story) and builf by Charles Dimn, Both of
Cincinnati, Oflo. Thay have built a half-dszen
wopden coasters together, including two of the
best in the country: the Boast at Kings Island
In Cincinnati and the Wild One al Wild Wesld,
near Washinglon in Mitchellvilla, M4

_Ba whai is the significance of Werlds aof
Fus's building 2 wooden coaster—risking
mare than I million In comtrection ard
promolion cogls to do so0? Certainly (hat musd
Fland ol In the minds of the park's besn
counters. EBod Lo those of w whe bove roller
‘caasters, it offers that rare option of having a
woody in your backyard. And, wvied thowph It i
projected to [atten their atuesdsnce [
alegl @ percent, for (k51 we owe Wesldy of Fan
& pod af gratitude.

Woaden caasters have survived a campaign
of destruction that nearly made them extine
In the 19308, nearly 1000 wooden coasters
exiled, Today there are just under 300, and
Timber Wolf is one of saly two woodies beisg

l n real size, Timber Woll kas |m?rru.=v¢

buill Ia the United States this year. Masy of
the classics have been destroyed, thelr legend
surviving only by word-of-mouth among coast-
eF enthusissta Dur soclely's fascination with
advancing becheslopy and the latest gitmo bas
fostered & mindsel (Bal & cossfer is besl
Judged by the pember of times il berns you
upside down

While sleel coasters can be fun—Worlds of
Fun's Osient Express and Zambezl Zinger are
iwo ef the [Enest in the country —fer my Laste
ihay are Lo geomelric, oo serodynamic
They make qeiel whasthing tousds and afe fat
with hydraubics and braking aysleind Sirap-
ping inbs poms of them B hke submitting to
bondage

But the wond onct are bean snd uduslly have
no braking systemu beiween ihe 1t snd Dhe
end of Lhe ride [other salegeards are Bedlt in 1o
keep Lbe trains from meeling each olber on (ke
irack). They smell of grease apd wood The
wood wvibrales asd makes loud creaking noises
Tea wheels sireech on helr tracks as if the
tradn wede oul of control. They pearly reck of
noatalgin

£l in thee helix, the Timber Woll costia-
ues spinnimg upward st & poesd clip
Cawght Iumntlh wrong way on one o
I7 rides | took, | lghtly clonked heads with a
teen-ager riding next to me. We barely noticed
amidd all the hul AL the tap of the heliz, al
almost exactly the haliway paint, the irxin
slows considerably, having lost meest af it
upward momentum. At thet moment, inezpli-

his new wooden r!er coaster is (mostly) bruta! and wonderful

cably, the ride soltens. Timber Wall loses its
Bite. Mot just for a moment of seeded resl. bet
for ihe enlire sacond hall of the ride.

The ride is a touch schdzoid, a sort of reverse
Jekyll and Hyde The first hall of Timbear Woll
Bas been buill in the spirit o Harry Traver, a
begendary designer wn‘:muurw eoadters
I ineir most fearsome foem=a wild mix of
stariling hifls, steep fan lurns and usexpecied
spiral dipal

The second hald &f Timber Woll seems all
the more discencerling afler such a big open-
ing. Its like & roskie plenom in baseball wha
fnllews a dazeling FArsl year with a siring of
-250 seasony; 8 [owr-slar restaurant meal so
Haverful that i gends tears streaming down
your cheeks followed by & pedding for dezsert
Antichimactic, certainly. But It cannot
diminish the thrill od whal went belose

I ksn't exactly fair 1o judge the speed of the
eoanier's second hall al ikis point. The cars
and Uhe Lrack are just gelling acquainted. And
the trais, whea | {irst rode, was Lar from being
fully beaded with passengers, the exirn weight
premizing 1o 3dd mementum, Plu as (b
summer jun heats up, the greaze on the train
wheels will begin 1o (hin, offering less resis.
Lance and & naticwably quicker ride. By mig.
July, when Kansas City really begins to bake, 1
suspect the speed of Timber Wolf will heat up
right alomg wilh s

Bluf speed f3nT the éaly (bing that makes the
Back half of the ride a curiesity. There is also
& problem with the design The pacing s
singrani, exsentially devold of (5 intensity of

e first Ball of che Fide. The hills are conssiy
tenlly s2allew srd the Lurng parrot thade of the
first half, bei lack bots their surprise and
speed. In many ways, Timber Wold FuLh
like the American Eagle, a2 Summers-desigaed
fide at Six Flags Er:-l Amearkca oulside
Chicago. Afchiteciurally stunning, i too staris
off with & mountais of promise but unravels
halfway through the ride.

Still, this is the opénion of & coasuer junkie |
like rn{we.’uclr strong. People like me will
spend Lhe back half of the ride reveling in the
first half. Dibers will notice a difference in the
back half, b=t may still find it merve-raciung

One rider who had mever wei [osod on &ny
coaster —ever —emerped from e trals after
mare than two minutes wondering of he would
spontacously comimst, legs wobbling and losk-
Eng sonsething bike a ghoil abraplly reserrect-
ad [rom ity repess. He saked Charles Dinn, the
ride's builder, U they planned on pulting
saenethiag salt down lor peopbe to fall on when
Ehey pod ofl the ride. Dinn imiled broadiy
That's music o any cosster builders ears

s -
Opening day

" Worlds of Fun theme patk will be ggen
18 a.m. to T p.m. Saberday and 10 a.m 1o
8 pm. Su.n-ilr. The park 3 be open
weekends only through Memacizl Day,
when it_opens for daily operation, but
bpening and closlag trses are subject to
change. Admissies i §17.95 plus ax

Friday, March 30, 1989 &
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Timber Wolf is second
in coaster-fans Top 10

By Ward W. Triplett ITI

arns and entartainmant writor

en roller coaster opened

thi= spring at Worlds of
Fun. has been voted the sceand-
best coaster in the world by the
international coaster enthusiast
newsletter, *Inside Track.”

The newsletter’s annual poll
placed the new ride just behind
the Beast at King's Island in
Cincinnati. Both were designed
by Curtis D. Summers, a gradu-
ate of Kansas State University in
Manhattan, and constructed by
the Charles Dinn Co.

Three new coasters were in the
top 10. Worlds of Fun was the
site of 3 convention of 250 coast-
er enthusiasts in May, and that
group was a major contributor to
the magazine poll. '

Randy Geisler, president of
American Coater Enthusiasts,
said in a release from Worlds of
Fun: "A great roller coaster re-
lies on unrelenting excitement
through steep drops, fast turns
and great speeds, and the Timber
Wolf succeeds as a great roller
coaster on all levels."

Other rides in the Top 10 were
the Cvclone at Astroland on Con-
ey Island in New York; the Twis-
‘ter, Elitch Gardens in Denver;
the Phoenix at Knoebel's Amuse-
ment Resort, Elysburg, Pa.; the
Comet at Crystal Beach Park,

T he Timber Wolf, the wood-

Crystal Beach, Ontario; the
Thunderbolt at Kennywood in
West Mifflin, Pa.; the Riverside
Cyclone at Riverside, Agawans:;
Mass.; the Magnum XL-200,
Cedar Point Park in Sandusky,
Ohio; and the Hercules at Dorney
Park in Allentown, Pa_

It is the first time Worlds of
Fun has had a coaster ranked in
the list, which covered both steel
and wooden coasters.

Lane Green, supervisor of pub-
lic information, said the park
attributed its 10 percent jump in
attendance this season to the new
ride. He said the Timber Wolf
should carry its 1 millionth paid
rider this week. A

The same newsletter also
judged other aspects of theme
parks in categories ranging from
Best Waterparks to Best Use of
Limited Space. Worlds of Fun
also won notice in the Most
Courteous Employees category.

“We do think of that as an
accomplishment,” Green said.
“They probably know theme
parks better than anybody else,
and that is an important part of
the whole experience.

“I've heard that a ride so
body doesn't like won't ruin-their
day, but if they have an unpleas-
ant time with the employees, that
will leave the worst impression.
We're proud to get (the notice),
and we let all the seasonal em-
ployees know about it."”



HIAWATHA DAILY WORLD

(HIAWATHA,
August 3,

X Houa T

HOWLING AND ROLLING --

KANSAS)

e T TR R

Daring guests ride the 4,230 feet long Timber Wolf

kY -

roller coaster

which takes riders up to 53 mph while they experience a 95-foot drop, hairpin turns and an

unusual 560-degree helix.

%

The Timber Wolf, Worlds of Fun's new wooden roller coaster, has been ranked the second
y coaster enthusiasts in a readers’ poll published in the August

best roller coaster in the world by ed
international newsletter for roller coaster enthusiasts, ---Photo

issue of Inside Track, the
submitted.

Timber Wolf rated second best in world

KANSAS CITY, Mo. - The
Timber Wolf, Woarlds of Fun’s new
wooden roller coaster, has been
ranked the number-two roljer
coaster in the world by coaster
enthusiasts.

The results of the annual readers’
poll were published in the August
issue of Inside Track, the interna-
tional newsletter for roller coaster
enthusiasts.

Worlds of Fun's wooden coaster
was topped by only The Beast,
located at Kings Island in Cincin-
nati, Ohio, which has held the
number-one spot since it was built
in 1979,

“The Timber Wolf is the surprise
hit of the season, and 1 cannot
recall a roller coaster generating
50 much national excitement in it's
first year of operation,” commented
Randvy Geisler, president of the

American Coaster Enthusiasts
(ACE). “A great roller coaster
relies on unrelenting excitement
through steep drops, fast turns and
great speeds; and the Timber Wolf
succeeds as a great roller coaster
on all levels. A lot of our members,
who have ridden hundreds of
coasters, are already saying it's
their personal best roller coaster in
the entire universe.”

Other ranked coasters included
the Cyclone at Astroland in Coney
Island, N.Y., the Twister at Elitch’s
Gardens in Denver, Colo., and the
Phoenix at Knoebel's Amusement
Resort in Elysbura, Pa,

“Nobody knows roller coasters
better than the coaster enthusiasts
represented in the readers’ poll in
fnside Track” commented Worlds
of Fun General Manager John
Hudacek. “We are thrilled that they
consider the Timber Wolf the

second best coaster in the entire
world. And, we've not operated it
a full season yer!”

Other comments about the
Timber Wolf have ranged from
“terrifying ecstasy,” to “breathtak-
ing,” to “the scariest ride I've ever
been gn.”

One 70-year old member of
ACE said, “What Worlds of Fun
has is what makes a great roller
coaster. This is the way coasters
used to be buile.”

Passengers on the Timber Wolf
experience a 95-foot drop, hairpin
turns, speeds of 53 mph, and an
unusual 560-degree upward spiral-
ing helix,

These elements, combined with
positive and negative G-forces,
make the Timber Wolf a ferocious
and unpredictable wooden roller
couster,



K.C.'s fun park spurs tourism

n a typical summer weckend,

O Kansas City's Worlds of Fun

and Oceans of Fun atracts more than

40,000 guests. By most standards this

would signal a major event, but according

1o John Hudacek, Worlds of Fun general

manager, providing a fun-filled day 10 the
parks’ visilors is routine.

“The thousands of guests who visit
us cach day consider their experiences at
the park a special occasion. It is a pant of
our 130 permanent and 2,500 seasonal
employees’ daily routine 1o ensure that
each guest's visit is a special experience,”
he sud.

Vismors w Worlds of Fun and
Oceans of Fun are not the only ones
benehiung from this drawing power. In
1988 alone, the parks effected an enor-
mous impact on Kansas Cily tourism,
with 60 percent of the nearly 1.6 million
guests traveling from outside a 50-mile
radius of Kansas Cuy. Translaed inwo
tounism dollars, this represents more than
5100 million in revenue for the metro
area.

Worlds of Fun celebrates its 17th
season in 1989, In 16 years, the parks
have entertained more than 22 million
guests of which 13 million have been
urists contributing more than one
billion dollars in revenue 1o the Kansas
City area.

"Kansas Citians have enjoyed Worlds
of Fun and Oceans of Fun for so many
years they consider it exclusively our en-
tertainment complex,” James Hutchinson,
president of the Convention and Visitors
Buyreau of Greater Kansas City; said.

S,

% ;-\- S
S

SHOWING OFF THE TIMBER W OLF- John Hudacek stands before
Worlds of Fun's new $3 million wooden roller coaster. With a height of
100°, a speed of 53 mph, and a G-force of +2.85, it promises a thrill.

"They tend to.overlook its broader
appeal o tourists along with the revenue
and overall benefits the parks add to the
city.”

Since 1973, the entertainment com-
plex has provided employment to 47,000
young men and women with salaries
otaling $70.4 million. As the number
one employer of youth in the Kansas
City area, the parks have positively

affected the jobless rate and contributed
significantly to the buying power among
area youth,

The success of the entertainment
complex is due in a large part to the
philosophy of owners Lamar Hunt and
Jack Steadman to continually reinvest the
parks' success into building innovative
attractions.

WORTHLAND BUSINESS JOURNAL

(KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI)
May, 1989
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the Lastest wooder
CORELer iy

Or the 1allest, Or e b
&5t

Thank the dear Lord

Because If Worlds of
Fun's new 53 millon shake-
‘em-up machine had becn
the teeniest bit faster. 1allor
or lenger, ["d have
sacrificed a pertectly good
lunch. A5 it was, | had 1o
breathe deeply and think of
i peacelul mountal
stream

Fifteen 1005 of nalls are
holding this sucker togeth-
er, T kept repeating. Eighty
thausand bolts and 680,000
board feet of the bost Sauth.
ern plae lumber MOReyY can
buy. The facts became a
chant, a sort of manira, as
the lead car Jerkily ag-
cended the roller coaster's

Tidn

AR unabashedlv
the Weword, T
& belare
driving gra oads. 1
wan Llight {irecrackers on
e Fourth of July. I can'
Slay in the same room wity
the dryer on spin cvele

S0 I don't do reller coas
lers. Perlod. But the Tim.
ber Wolf s a black from our
eftice; it looms on the hori-
zon lke some sleeping
beast

Mocking me

EEETT

I'im s o bead car, FERENDIAE
TRAERUTIRG L3ty abowl nalls amd Bodis
nd cancdebe plera, | Elinse Back an
* w3y oul o ihe lasding howe o

eRACEa™ padi 1hat 10 Surely
*ave usid 19 escape had | sal bern
=Hh 3 phategrapier who'd have
Bla bl 11 be trur CIFRpARY Parwiler
T, We're barely belied fa, ferta
Elmay myion lap bedl, sat the bar rei
Lrakass, chalny asd crass hebmets ['a
wrayed for. Decdorin! kicks Beloguer.
arive kn we crend the flrad B
Gl Mave merey 18] Erdofl 12y

# | U never BV AEHBer euln wppd
SESANANAIIAARALININ," BETRAM Ere
pre-leen tpe bellod me g e CAICh
3 glise of LR 00 foss denp g
TEIng tSward % Seherrath rhyt ay
#hrad

5 AR Eresture, this Thanber
Wedl, rawr bsards indl in Ihelr eanuy )
Hate, spryw St bedere pou like
* |awrg ol Seain Only g twe-mipaie
ir. my chami chaeges. Twg mia

g 183, twn Mriated
el nearty wide

3 le Bedis
The screeed of whovls agais

Stary by Marh Moy for

Timibsrr Woll hay 5 Talrly by vomig
Eagior,

Tww traing hokding 34 PaTEEn L
®ill make LRt rus 60D i day
durisg the sammer_ A By ll mahe
I wiibaul me, thaaks very mech

teeen

It Shoaid be Aukd (bl ped anly b e
Thmibser Wold nol the fanseqd or talleas
TRRET Chanler in ihe werdd [ g

wwen ihe fastest or Lalleal rodler foan:

P BE Warlds of Fun, Thougs sdver
Hie e sy coshpiete with red sy ed
IR P ray ibe ride g Rewog i,
Ehe Thiiche v Wl s neq A% Mensring
A8 N3 DeBular vl Brother, s (i
eat Expres

Tl CETpaAriag (e 1wn faller coas
Bevs i like Compariag & Warld War |
Diplase with the Concpede jt FIL Y
F Afima)
by Curils D, Sumanery
by Charlen Dins Corp. of
Corciraani, wio've eollabarg e
Eiu faller caaslers, 1he Thmber Wt
was eonnlnuriid deriag ihe whaber,
e HOFRland shyling wrek
| gree, The st pag

Pt Sibrmnl P T il
IRr parh b e A mbricesa LU
the Thebrr Wall repisces tha B30T

v. {Nsgatch s Ralf ooy

eople North

Fan pat
Faare han
ro.o0p
#aieiag
when if
Euked the
PUDITe o
Aama iy
AawEnl
rollgs.

EEa iy,
Tha wimngr
pol 54,000
i canh

#nd prires,
a5 wall g
Immartanny
s e rodiar.
coagier bir,

- Knilmas, B Devie, Tham & Hat lon
tea

Tﬁamghwthﬁﬁ

i

:l. e I.

Next time,
buy a ticket

Firsi wavman

Esunch Nertuiander Aalta Gorman
L8BL ek wad that firmn WOTHAR B
el Kangas Clltin of ihe Yrar by the
Kamnas Clty Press Chub, wikhch hg 1n |
Al puanh Shared that Bossr wiih eIy |

Bittera it flisen of Joyes Mol Ewing

Flewd wamse o & an 5 £Hy council ar
Behool boand. First wisnge io resch W
T MRasapemeat by 3 compa =y, Firat
WOMAE b el 3 ellon's grosg. Fir
=T o Join Ratary, Aay fersale
wha'd seen hatlle iy badlsews or galiticg
3 1%e st bw deeades bay proba Ly |
Forsd hrueld the flFs8 wamas™ same
Ihing. I's become & lirgtame peaningar
G b olaw wasmon hive Boon ganr |
BRrITEd de the paid

Dr. Jeaes Kiripairica
U5 ambassader o ke Linjed &, [EXF]
hiieke “Mrat woman™ 160 o8 arcomatas
ALy conld B 5 bk, Lasl moalh ghe
sddretied 1,200 wemses & 5 basgueiin |
Eansas City wilh e pame CL T LEFT
Sutednens you'd wie 10 chal scrou (ke
EenCe wilil pour mewt-Aser Aeighbar

Despite sl ber warbitisons, Kirkss
Wik was rabued In DRlshema ang
Fareed hev (i degred from Septeng
Ecliege in Missowri. fier EOEOER] wish
A0 ape B wan ool for & el bul for & e
Laurek She gad ber Busbasd of W yeara |
baneymoserd sl 8 podillcal seience con
PEroace

Eitkpairich £3id she way bBraugkl up |
Vo ChEsl Ukl Bedeg & woman pes CILTETS
B0 Du WIER' WAL you Cieid or Coli1A Bat
achleve ia ke, That
Chtapauh bir 1o e ra
AFRGAE dIpioav e s forvign Py —
sulely mile berrain — gven theugh der |
Carear had Boen apeat ki an edegalor

Ansd Far ber, belng & weenaa didny B8
Er Into B O, O, maybe sace, Kirkps

ik nald, she hadl B8 sguelch hay o |
| pelin a3 matser of tree nal b el an

saruly Syrian smbassader, i

SMArFlEM to yeaur room! ™ |

Uil abe had 1s sgwarely Lace hes

valses on what women can sad cannst
sckigve, ihe coalesind, when he way
aalied ba cosilder Eaadidasy for the pry |
sldeacy. <1 realiaed Bl for ine Blrys
Uit b my e, | was gncounseris
Boinest b God sen-rede Inkibizicn, [ s |
eoulde’t pew mpwell Frenident, g |

aald mo. . e wAcoursged Patricis |
Fhroeder 13 run.” |

2k
J. Fok
=5y~
2y L

A |

1BEr mesbage was 18a 1 snmg LETTE R
Etiieve In ThEmArTeL dnd v chg |
tebved & chance. She rery e nbet i 1
Fy od Mir Caldberg, wba 55 bad;
g win b wlale botlery thas
Prayed sed praged s Car
PROMIEE ufsn promise
Araws, and be dide’s w
Wk, prayer adier
Ll Appencd. Fiaatly ¢
b L
EleEm I everpinlig he b w
Fram Him. & be tureeg Aay,
€A% Sprand up and 3 periy,

¥ wanl




The Timber Wolf, Worlds of Fun's new woode
number-two roller coaster iff the world by coaster enthusiasts in a readers’ pall published in
the August issue of “Inside Track,” the international newsletter for roller coaster en-
thusiasts. Daring guests ride the 4,230-foot-long coaster which takes riders up to 53 mph
while they experience a 95-foot drop, hairpin turns and an unusual 560-degree helix.

Ml

n roller coaster, has been ranked the
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Riders rank new
Timber Wolf 2nd

The Timber Wolf, Worlds of

"Fun's new wooden roller

coaster, has been ranked the
No. 2 roller coaster in the
world by coaster enthusiasts.

The results of the annual
readers’ poll were published
in the August issue of "'Inside
Track,"" the international
newsletter for roller coaster
enthusiasts. Worlds of Fun's
wooden coaster was lopped
by only The Beast, located at
Kings Island in Cincinnati,
Ohio, which has held the
number-one spot since it was
built in 1979.

*“The Timber Wolf is the
surprise hit of the season, and
I cannot recall a roller coast-
er generating so much na-
tional excitement in its first
year of operation,”’ said Ran-
dy Geisler, president of the
American Coaster En-
thusiasts (ACE). "A great
roller coaster relies on
unrelenting excitement
through steep drops, fast
turns and great speeds; and
the Timber Woll succeeds as
a great roller coaster on all
levels.

““A-lot of our members, who
have ridden hundreds of
coasters, are already saying
it's their personal best roller
coaster in the entire wuni-
verse,"'

Other ranked coasters in-
cluded the Cyclone at
Astroland in Coney Island,
N.Y., the Twister at Elitch's
Gardens in Denver, Colo., and

the Phoenix at Knoebel's
Amusement Resort in
Elysburg, Pa.

“*‘Nobody knows roller
coasters better than the
coaster enthusiasts repre.
sented in the readers’ poll in
“Inside Track," said Worlds
of Fun General Manager John
Hudacek. “We are thrilled
that they consider the Timber
Wolf the second best coaster
in the entire world, And we've
not operated it a full season
yet!''

Other comments about the
Timber Waolf have ranged
from “'terrifying ecstasy,” to
“breathtaking,'” te ‘‘the
scariest ride I've ever been
on." One 70-year-old member
of ACE said, ““What Worlds of
Fun has is what makes a
great roller coaster. This is
the way coasters used to be
built. "

Passengers on the Timber
Wolf experience a 95-foot
drop, hairpin turns, speeds of
53 mph, and an unusual 560.
degree upward spiraling
helix. These elements, com-
bined with positive and nega-
tive G-forces, make the
Timber Wolf a ferocious and
unpredictable wooden roller
coaster. !

Worlds of Fun is open daily
through Labor Day and
weekends through October,
Gates open at 10 a.m. Worlds
of Fun is located on [-435
exit 54 in Kansas Cily, Mr
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Coaster enthusiasts from throughout the U.5. and Canada
rode the Timber Woll at Worlds of Fun. The American
Coaster Enthusiasts (ACE) were BT the parﬂ for a Spring Con-

ferunce last week.

Coaster experts

converge

Coaster enthusiasts [rom
throughout the United Siates
and Canada converged on
Worlds of Fun for three days
of thrills this past weekend.

More than 250 members of
the American Coaster En-
thusiasts (ACE ) chose Worlds
of Fun for their conference
site because of the new £3
million wooden roller conster,
the Timber Wolf, ACE
members enjoyed exclusive
day and night ride sessions on
the park's néw coasler,

‘A greatl roller coaster
relies on unrelenting excite.
ment through sleep drops,
fast turns and great speeds,’”
ACE president Randy Geisler
commeanted. '“The Timber
Wolf succeeds as a4 great
wooden roller coaster on all
levels. A lot of our members,
who have ridden hundreds of
coasters, are already saying
it's their personal best roller

on park

coasterin the entire universe

Other comments heard
were “lerrilying ecstasy’”™ as
well ag “"top notch.. I'm mov-
Ing o Kansas City." One 70
year old member sald, *'What
Worlds of Fun has Is what
makes a greal roller coaster
This is the way coasters used
to be bulll."*

Other ACE activities in.
cluded a coaster film session
hosted by eleven Kanzas (::1.3.'
area ACE members, a recep.
tion at a nearby hotel, a pic-
nic al Worlds of Fun, and a
private ride sessions on
Waorlds of Fun's other roller
coasters = the Orient Ex.

press and Zambezi Zinger.

Worlds of Fun will be open
weekends through May 21
Daily operations begin Salur-
day. May 2T7. The park is
located on I.435% al exil ™ in
Kangas City, Mo

Experts Call Timber Wolf World Class Coaster
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Wooden coasters
offer intensified
illusion of danger

By ROBERTA J. PETERSON
Caprtal-Joprnal special sections ackior

In 1988, the number of stee] roller
coasters surpassed the nomber of
iheir older, wooden counterparts for
the first time. Coaster bufis as well
as the simply mostalgic decried Lhe
passing of an era.

But in the intervening years, the
woodies” have staged a small but
impressive comeback.

A lew flourishing parks have pur-
chased and transplanted old coasters
o save them [rom the wrecking
ball. An association was formed sev-
eral years ago for the express pur-
pose of saving Belmont Park's Giant
Dipper in San Dlego and restoring it
to aperational condition (It is slated
to open this sumemer.}

And & few pew wooden roller
coasters have beem bullt in recenmt
FeArS I8 an altempl to combine the
best of modern technology with the
karills of rwra-ol-the-century amase-
menl parks,

Twe new “woodles” were con-
structed this winter.

Construction of the
Timber Wolf required
as much lumber and
hardwareas 30 — — —
average new homes.

The lirst is in Dorney Park, Allen:
town, Pa. where American Coaster
Enthusiasis. an organization devoted
exclugively o the enjoyment of roll-
er coasters, will bold its national
convention this sumemer.

The second is the Timber Wolf at
Worlds of Fun in Kansas City, Mo.

ACE IR ference in Kansas
City in May for the purpese of sam-
pling the mation's newest wooden
coaster, which opened earlier this
month

Construction of the Timber Wolf
required 680,000 board feet of lum-
teer, 80,000 bolts and 1% tons of nails
= enough 1o baild 30 average new
homes. The massive wooden $iruc-
ture spreads ACross SEVER BEW acres
in the expanded Americana section
af the park. The ride lasts two and 3
hall minutes.

The Timber Wolls track is 4.230
feet long. A train of six cars climbs
1o an initlal Beight of 10 stories be-
fore detaching from the 1ift chaln
and plunging 94 feet at a S0-degree
anghe. The cars reach speeds exceed-
ing 50 miles per hour and riders
experience a 185 pasitive G-force,

Those statistics are very meaning-
ful to coaster enthusiasis. To the
average rider, the experience is best
summed up in this manner: The steel
roller coasters with their sideways
tarms and upside-down loops may
look  sc wooden roller

m Owerland Park, says
Wolf ranks “wery high”
ew and old wooden roll

srlkusiasts from 1
led 1o have any
in Kansas
C 3 someithing we had urged
Warlds of Fun to build

“But, welre very thrilled with the
final résult,” said Merritt, who rode
ihe new, coaster on thres different
occasions, sampling both the’ front
and back seats, the traditional test
of a'roller coaster.

“The amount of welghtlessness ex-
perienced on this ride Is phenomenal
rompared lo other coasters. The
seal bells are very necessary," ho
said.

He prelers the ride i the back
seal, which he says is the best posi-
tion o0 most coasters.

“The exceplion would be om the
tirn after.the second drop when the
cars cul through the coaster's siruc-
ture, a5 well as in the helix, ‘when
the front ks going [aster than [he
back. In these two instances, Lhe
Iront seat provides the best ride,” be
said. 4}

Merritt wrote a history of coaster
development for Worlds of Fun's
newsletter, and ke cxplalned that the
consiruction of “woodles™ contrib-
uotes to their sensation.

"Maost roller coaster enthusiasts
feel the weoden coaster provides a
superior thrill,” according to Mer-
FitL.

“5teel roller coaster cars have ny-
lon compound Lires on their wheels
which provide a quiet, smooth ride
on wbular steel ralls,

“In contrast, wooden roller coast-

er cars have baresteel-wheels which =

fun on {lat steel rails bolied to a
track bed consisting of seven layers
of laminated wood, which creates a
delightful cacophony when the ride
is in operation.

'As the trains plummel and climb,
the structure roars and rumbles like
thunder, the coaster wheels clacking
an the ralls.

“Ag the cars negotlate the turns,
the salety wheels often will make a
screeching sound and, throughout Lthe
ride, the cars sway or bounce from
side 1o side, giving the illusion of a
derallment

“While a steel roller coaster is
thrilling = like dniving a car ai high
speed on a two-lape mountain high-
way — o wooden roller coaster
seems downright reckless — more
like racing down the side of the
mountala in a wagon it

Merritt is a member of the Na-
lional Amusement Park Historical
Association, -f

“We go beyond just roller coasters
to be interested in all aspects of
amuasement parks, And we have a
historical bent. We research old
parks a5 well as keeping up with the
new ones,” he explained i

His intense jnberesi in the parks
goes back o early childhood. he
said ¢

“It's a fascination beyond the per-
son who enjoys visiting amusement
parks. | like everything about them
— the machinery, the architeciure
and design of the parks and the evo-
lutlon of specific rides,” he said

The assortment .of national
amusement park clubs staried 10 to
15 yeas ago, he said He has been a
member of NAPHA since 1932
% also active in The Hislorie Amuse-
ment Foundation, an organizalion

and

ugemenl park
Ca chectrie Park, the atir
i scheduled 1o apen in 1992 pnear
Indianapolis.

The organizations’ members range

~This 85-foot Initial drop is 1B fired of ft

8y surprises oo Worlds of

Fue's new wooden roller coasier. The codster, called the Timber Woli,

from teenagers lo senbors who re-
member some of the earlier, now
defunct parks.

“I know of one very active mem-
ber in her 905, She rides the wildest
rides and travels all ower the coun-
try to sample them.

“People like her are a fascinating_
part of the clubs because they offer”’
insight into the historical perspec-
tive,” Merritt sabd

Although he says be i “loyal to
Worlds of Fun," his favorite amuse-
ment park is King's [sland pear Closh
cinnath. It was the first park to build
a modern wooden coaster, initiating
what "has become something of a
revival S8 i

“And it hasthe best steel codster, *
as well. For some time after Worlds
of Fun's Orienl Express was buill in §
1980, It was'the best in the ‘nation, }!
and it gtlll ranks o the top 10 among >
steel coasters,” Merritt said. :

“But’ibe game company thath

-sighed and BiNABe Orlent 'weny 0f Tas the

1o build the Vortex at King's']

Is the priscipal improvement for thy Kansas City park’s_|7th seasqn.
It Is one of two “woodies™ in the mation that are pew this spring.

. .

For anyone secking an amusement
park-based .vacatlon, he ‘recom-
mends 2 trip to King's Islifid with a
sidetrip to Americana, an old park
between Hamillon and Middleton in
Ohm?. e J

Sli’s, very lraditional and has a
great early, amusement park feeling.
And it haz an old wooden roller
coaster that is so rough that [ don't
recommend sitling in the back seat,
But the next-to-the-back seal offers
a great ride” hé_l-_liﬂ;_'.

Closer o home,” ke highly. recom-

imends the TimberWolf, which be
“says includes “lots ‘ol wonderful ”%“.

tle surprises.” ¥ .. i
;" There are more airborne sensa-
Hons than in,mest coasters, and a
couple of turns you oui of your
sealy oy i

4. ;~The ride-is almost violest in the

4%5pat And It will only get worse
‘weather gets warmer,” he

= added? {2

It's everything"the Orlént “is "398 That may sound like a condernna-
mare = with fouriJoops, moge trackd: tion: But -it's \actually. high, praise

4nd fasterjurnsIt's 2" great coast:

TOPEKAR CAPITAL
{TOPEKA,

April

“eoming.from a gpasier enthusiast
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By MARLI MURPHY
w2l writer

The

ber Wolf is nol the fasiest
woden roller coaster in the world
B51 v longest

5 of Fun's new
m-yup machine
eeE the 1eenies! bit faster,

mger. 1'd Bave sacrificed
Eood lunch. Az i was
had 1o breathe decply and 1hink

of a peaceful mountiln stream
Fifteen tons of nails are holding

this sucker together. 1 kept re
peating. Elghly thousand bolis
and &=0,000 board fo of the bost

Soathern pine lumber money can
buy, The facis becams a chant,
a sort of manira, as the lead car
Jerkily ascended (ke roller coas
ter’s QL.

Mow that we'vwe elecied a pres
ident with a high Wimp Factlor,
| can unabashedly own up o the
Weword, | take Dramamine before
driving gravel roads. I won't light
llrecrackers on the Fourth aof July.
I can’t stay In the same room
with the dryer on spin cycle.

Sa 1 don't do roller coasters.
Periocd. But the Timber Wolfl s
a block from our office; It looms
on the horizon like some slecplng
beast

Mocking me.

I'm in the lead car, mumbling
my reassuring facts aboul nalls
and bolis amd concrete plers, |
wlance back on our way oul of
the kading house to the “'chicken™
exit that I'd surely have used
io escape Rad [ not been with
i pholographer who'd have
blabbed It in our company news-
letter. We're barely belled In,
just a fimsy avion lap belt. not
fhe bar rediralats, chalps and
crash helmels 1'd prayed for. De-
odorant klcks Into overdrive as
we erest Lhe flrsy hiLL

"God have mercy! I 1 get off
thiz alive I'll never say another
Cuss wiard agaaaaana-
daaaaaanin,” screams the pre-
leen 1ype behind me as we caich
a glimpse of the 100-fool drop
plummieting toward the behemoth
that lay ahead

Stunning creature, this Timber
Waoll, raw boards lefl in their
matural state, sprawllng open be-
fore vou like the jows of death.
Only a two-minute ride, my chant
changes, Two minutes, two min
ules, two minules

The coaster rockets nearly side-
Wiy on & hairpla curve and we
shoot toward a 0-degree dduble
helix spiral. The screech of wheels
against lrack and clackety-clatier
ol ke wosd comblines with the
whoosh of the wind al 55 mph
1o sound as ominouws as an ap

proaching tornade, The mountaln
siream I'd been visualizing has
burgeoned into a tidal wave,

Although no one had clued me,
the last half of the ride is com-
siderably tamer, with gentler drops
and less steep turns. Recover Lime
Is appreclated, fo be sure, alter
belng lifted up off the seat at
least four times. We speed back
to the loading house where 1 fight
thir Impulse to kiss the concrete.
After a persomal chal with my
stomach T am relleved o note
the Timber Woll has a fairly low
varmlt factar.

Two trains holding 24 passengers
will make that run 600 times a
dayduring the summer. And they'll
make It withoul me, thanks very
much,

I he Timber Wolf: A Fierce 2- Minute Ride

It should me saii thal not only
Is the Timber Woll nol the fastesi
or tallest reller coaster In the
waorld, It I3 not even the fasiest
or tallest roller coaster al Worlds
of Fun. Though advertisements
complete with red-eyed walves
portray the ride as feroclous, the
Timber Woll i not as menacing
as iz tebular steel brotber, ihe
Orient Express,

Yet comparing the two roller
coasters Is like comparing a World
War 1 biplane with the Concorde.
It ain’t the same anlmal,

Desligned by Curils D. Summers
and bullt by Charles Dinn Corp.
of Cincinnatl, who've collaborated
on 8lx roller coasters, the Timber
Woll was comstructed during the
winter, changing the Northiand
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v Paul Meskil
New York Dally News

ew York — America 1S undergo-
E 2 Roller Coaster Renaissance,
amusement parks all over the
try spending millions of dollars
new rides designed to attract
ore screamers than ever before.
Two of the new thrill titans are
e for the title of “world's
fastest roller coaster” —a
ast never made by the Coney
and Cyclone, which was content to
known as the world's most famous
scariest coaster.
e new contenders for the heavy-
ight championship of the coaster
cuit are .the Great American

est 2

ream  Machine, which began
ating recently at Six Flags Great
enture In Jac , N.J., and the

enum  XL-200, which made its
but May 8 at Cedar Point amuse-
ent park in Sandusky, Chio,
Both steel structures claim to be
“tallest and fastest,” although the
Hoot-high Scream Machine 'is 28
*t shorter than the 201-foot Mag-
m XL and a bi; sg_n‘;’er, with a
mum speed of “ us™ miles
hour compared with “over 70" for
Bemum X1
ow Dnmamics of Clearfield,
built both roller coasters as
_other_thrill rides, in-
p the Matterhorn Bobsled at
sneyland. When questioned about
claim was correct, Armow
pkesman MeiRee Zarmmnu said,
#y" re both right.”™
e said, “Each is the foremost
ler coaster of its type. The New
sey one is a looping coaster, It
5 riders upside down seven
. Its the tallest and fastest

e Magnum XL is not a looper.
as big hills and depths, It's faster
the Scream Machine but both
make that claim because they're

The Guinness Book of World Rec-
ords lists the 246-foot-high Moonsault
Scramble at Fujikyu Highland Park,
Japan, as the world's tallest roller
coaster. But members of the Ameri-
can Coaster Enthusiasts (ACE), an
organization of 2,200 RC buffs in 16
countries, don't consider this claim
valid. ACE President Randy Geisler
of St. Paul, Minn., has ridden the
Moonsault Scramble and found it
somewhat disappointi

“The cars are pljlledg';.lp an incline
but they don't go over the top,” he
said. “They stop several feet below
the top and then roll backward down
the incline. It was a very bizarre ride.
We don't consider it the tallest roller
coaster.”

Baoth the Guinness Book and ACE
rate The Beast at King's Island park
near Cincinnati, Ohio, as the world's
longest roller cdaster. Its 7,400-foot
track length incorporates 800 feet of
tunnels and a 540-degree banked dou-
ble turn.

Another record, not yet in the
Guinness -Book, Is “world's largest
indoor roller coaster.” For the mo-
ment at least, this goes to the Mind-
bender, which opened recently in the
West Edmonton Mall, Edmonton,
Alberta, Canada.

And. Hercules at Domey Park in
Allentown, Pa., is billed as “the
world's highest wood ™ coaster™ "It
opened May §, terrifying riders witha
157-foot drop.

Opryland USA, a theme park in
Nashville, Tenn., has just introduced
Chaos, a ¥ million indoor ride de-
scribed as a “coaster-hybrid” and
“the first ride of its kind in the
world.” Built inside an eight-story
building, the ride combines tradition-
al coaster thrills with sights and
sounds ided by modem audio-vi-
sual t ology.

According to their respective press
releases, the Scream Machine sends
riders “plunging 155 feet down a
wridegree banked drop,” and Mag-
num XL drops passengers from the
top of a 201-foot hill at a 60-degree
angle, The 60-degree incline, where
coaster enthusiasts almost reach the
Qnt of ne-retumn, has always been a

ture of Cyclone, the rattling, roar-
ing star of Coney Island’s Astroland,
Its big drop is a mere 85 feet, but the
scary 60degree slant makes it seem

WORLD
(OMAHA,

alot longer.

“The Cyclone was never the high-
est or fastest roller coaster,” said
Astroland spokesman Milton Berger,
“‘But it was always the best and is still
cm'ts_fl-hderard tihebesr s

“The Cyclone is the classic a
which all other roller mum
compared,” said Paul L. Ruben,
editor of RollerCoaster! magazine,

HERALD
NEBRASKA)
JUHE:

1989

oasters Compete for Screams in Roller Renaissance

“It's a wonderful ride, mnalstenﬂl.'
rated in the top 10.

W Y_h

coaster scene in his spare time,
Ruben recently was in Kansas City
Mo., for the spring meeting nl‘ the
American Coaster Enthusia

Kansas City's Worlds of Fun cuamer

coaster, and also tried the park's
steel coaster, Onent Express,

“We're seeing a roller coaster
renaissance,” Ruben said. "' A decade
ago, the number of riders was dwin-
dling. Then things tumed around.
More and more people became in
terested, so the amusement parks
began buying new rides, bigger, fas
ter and safer than ever.”

If you are interested in joining the
“oaster society, write ACE, P.O. Box

2%, Chicapo, 111, 60680,
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A rollicking ride

0y,

Lauren Chapin/Special to ke Times

Preparing for an up-and-down sensation, Bob Handkins (left) and members of the American Coasters Enthusiasts are in Kansas City for
Greg Grossius, both of St. Louis, sit back Friday and enjoy the ride on  a national eunv?ntinn. The group, which has 2,000 members in 16
the Timber Wolfl wooden roller coaster at Worlds-of Fun. About 250 countries, is dedicated to the enjoyment of roller coasters.
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Timber Wolf rnller_:uuster ranked
second best in the world

The Timber Wolf, Worlds of Fun's
new wooden roller coaster, has been
ranked the number-two roller coaster
in the world by coaster enthusiasts.

The results of the annual readers’
poll were published in the August
issue of "Inside Track,” the inter-
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national newsletter for roller coaster
enthusiasts. Worlds of Fun's wooden
coaster was topped by only The
Beast, located at Kings Island in
Cincinnati, Ohio, which has held the
?;;T;bﬂ-une spot since it was built in

(KANSAS CITY,

Timber Wolf earns
the No. 2 spot

It's not even a season old, but Worlds of
Fun's wooden roller coaster, Timber Wolf,
has been ranked the No. 2 coaster in the
world by a group of coaster enthusiasts,

The results of the annual readers’ poll were
published in the August Issue of Inside Track,
a newsletter for roller-coaster fans. Timber
Wolf was topped by The Beast, located at
Kings Island in Cinecinnati, Ohio, which has
held the No. 1 spot since it was built in 1979,

The Kings Island coaster received 567 votes.
Timber Wolf received 277 votes,

{ INDEPENDENCE,

Sep
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Timber Wolf

gets

{lm
Fun's ne

high ratings

Timber Wolf,"" Worlds of
w wooden roller coaster, has

been ranked the number-two roller
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thusiasts,

coaster in the world by coaster en-

The results of the annual readers’
poll were published in the August
issue of Inside Track, the interna-
tional newsletter for roller coaster

enthusiasts, saying Timber Wolf was

perience

helix.

it 54, Ka

a.1m.

only topped by The Beast, at Kings
Island in Cincinnati, Ohio, which has
held the number-one spot since it was
built in 1979,

Passengers on the Timber Wolf ex-

a 9-foot drop, hairpin

turns, speeds of 53 mph, and an
unusual 560-degree upward spiraling

Worlds of Fun, Interstate 435 at ex-

nsas City, is open daily

through Labor Day and weekends
through October. Gates open at 10

The Timber Wolf,
Worlds of Fun's new
wooden roller coaster, has

turns and great speeds, and
the Timber Wolf succeeds
as a great roller coaster on

been ranked the No. 2 roller
coaster in the world by
coaster enthusiasts.

The results of the annual
readers' poll were published
in the Aupust issue of In-
side Track, the international
newsletter for roller coaster
enthusiasts. Worlds of
Fun's wooden coaster was
topped by only The Beast at
Kings Island in Cincinnat,

“The Timbefr Wolf ig the
surprise hit of the season,
204 T cannot recall a roller
coaster generating so much
national excitement in its
first year of operation,”
Randy Geisler, president of
the American Coaster En-
thusiasts, said. “A great
roller coaster relies on un-
relenting (citement
through steep dlw fast

all levels. A lot of oar
members, who have ridden
hundreds of coasters, are al-
ready saying it’s their per-
sonal best roller coaster in
the entire universe.” =
Other ranked CGHSIBI%, in-
cluded the Cyclone! at
Astroland in Coney Island,
N.Y., the Twister at Elitch’s
Gardens in Denver, and the

Phoenix at  Knoebel's
B

e

Timber Wolf No. 2 in world, based on report

which has held the spot
since it was built in 1979,

Amusement Resort in Elys-  Other comments about
burg, Pa. o . the Timber Wolf have rang-
“Nobody knows roller - ed from “terrifying ecstas
coasters better than the 1o “breathtaking” to “the
coaster enthusiasts represen- scariest ride I've ever been
ted in the readers’ poll in  on.” One 70-year-old mem-
Inside Track,” Worlds of ber of ACE said, “What
Fun Ganeral--lhf;ﬁa%? John Worlds of Fun has is what
Hudacek said. “We are makes a great roller coaster,
thrilled that they consider This is the way coasters

the Timber Wolf the usedtobebuilt”

second-best coaster Passengers on the Timber
i And » Wolf experience a 95-foot
operated it a full season drop, hairpin tumns, speeds
yeb = = - ‘of 53 mph, and an unusual

e e 5

‘and unpredictable wooden
roller coaster, according to

sas City.

560-degree upward spiral-
ing helix. These elements,
combined with positive and .
negative G-forces, make the
Timber Wolf a ferocious

park spokesmen, ;
Worlds of Fun is o
daily through Labor S:;
and weekends through Oc-
tober, Gates open at 10 a.m.
Worlds of Fun is at Inter-
state 435 at Exit 54 in Kan-
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Timber 'Wolf ranked second
best coaster in the world

The Timber Wolf, Worlds of Fun's
new wooden roller coaster, has been
ranked the number-two roller coaster
in the world by coaster enthusiasts.

The results of the annual readers’
poll were published in the August
issue of “Inside Track”, the interna-
tional newsletter for roller coaster
enthusiasts. Worlds of Fun's wooden
coaster was topped by only The Beast,
located at Kings Island in Cincinnati,
Ohio, which has held the number one
spot since it was built in 1979,

“The Timber Wolf is the surprise
hit of the season, and [ cannot recall a
roller coaster generating so much
national excitement in its first year of
operation,” commented Randy Geis-
ler, presidentof the American Coaster
Enthusiasts (ACE). “A great roller
coaster relies on unrelenting excite-
ment through steep drops, fast tums
and great speeds; and the Timber
Wolfsucceeds asa great roller coaster
on all levels. A lot of our members,
who have ridden hundreds of coast-
ers, are already saying it's their per-
sonal best roller coaster in the entire
universe.”

Other ranked coasters included the
Cyclone at Astroland in Coney Is-

land, N.Y., the Twister at Eliich’s
Gardens in Denver, Colo., and the
Phoenix at Knoebel's Amusement
Resort in Elysburg, Pa. E

“MNobody knows moller coasters
better than the coaster enthusiasts
represented in the readers’ poll in
‘Inside Track’,” commented Worlds
of Fun General Manager John
Hudacek. “We are thrilled that they
consider the Timber Wolf the second
best coaster in the entire world. And,
we've not operated it a full season
yet!”

Other comments about the Timber
Woll have ranged from “terrifying
ecstasy,” 10 “breathtaking,” to “the
scanest ride I've ever been on.” One
70-year-old member of ACE said,
“What Worlds of Fun has is what
makes a great roller coaster. This is
the way coasters used to be built.”

Passengers on the Timber Wolf
experience a 95-foot drop, hairpin
turns, speeds of 53 mph, and an un-
usual 560-degree upward spiraling
helix. These elements, combined with
positive and negative G-forces, make
the Timber Wolf a ferocious and
unprediciable wooden roller coaster.

Timber Wolf

A readers poll
published in the
August issue of
“Inside Track,'' an
international
newsletter for
roller coaster en-

thusiasts, ranked
Worlds of Fun's
Timber Woll

second best in the
world. Top ranking
went to The Beast,
located at Kings
Island in Cincinna-
i, Ohio.



